
Long Beach Police Department's gang detail officers say Cambodia Town will not heighten racial violence among different gangs or' ethnic groups. 

~rhere's gang culture and there's culture culture. Theyre-separated,"police spokesperson Jason Wong said. 'We have no reason to believe, and we 

do not anticipate, that there will be an increase in any tension between the Cambodian and Latino communities or an increase in gang tension." 
Lo~g Beach, Press-Telegram 10/22/2006 
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Almost Heaven, 
Cambodia Town 
By: Borann Heam 1• 
Khemara Times 
StaffWriter · 

Cambodia Town, CA - There is no doubt that the 
1 official designation of Cambodia Town is currently 

one of the hottest debated topics in Long Beach, and 
1 over 200 hundred Cambodians at City Hall can't b~ 

wrong. 
On Tuesday, October ·24, at the City Council's 

meeting, hundreds of Cambodians, young and old, 
packed the chamber room, while many more c;,ver-
:Oowed onto the hallway -in- support of Cambodia 
Town. The vibrant crowd was charged with energy in 
anticipation for the City Council to vote .. Yes" on 
designating Anaheim Street between Junipero and 
Atlantic officially as Cambodia Town. 

One of the supporters, Gaiy Ung, owner of Bam-
boo Island Restaurant, printed over 300 glossy green 
and pink Cambodia Town stickers as a symbol of 
unity. 

Meanwhile, Melinda Ung, a freshman at Cal State 
Fullerton and Vice~President of the _Cambodian Stu-
dent Association, rallied her friends from Fullerton 
and carpooled to Long Beach to witness this histori-
cal date in history. "I'm here to support the Cambo-

(Continued on page 24) 
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Cambodian Americans and our friends, rJung and old, men and wome!1, waited patiently for over five (5) hours out side the chamber. 
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(Continued.from page 1) 
dian community," she said. "We. 
want to see the label of Cambodia 
Town." 

With over 50 students in atten-
dance, there is no denying that the 
students had a critical presence at 
City Hall. Michael Sar, President 
of the Cambodian Student Society 
at Cal State Long Beach, echoed 
similar statements about the desig-
nation. "I'm excited to see all 
these people coming together as a 
community to support a cause," 
Michael said. "It shows that the 
Cambodian people are strong and 
that they can believe in a cause, 
and can make it happen." 

According to Him Chhim, Ex-
ecutive Director of Cambodian 
Association of America (CAA), 
this has been a long time coming. 
"This is a double plus for me," 
said the 65 years old veteran Mr. 
Chhim, who also just recently 
celebrated his retirement party 
with CAA. ''You could not ask for 
happier times. I get to witness the 

. birth of Cambodia Town and the 
birth · of my retirement, together 
·within a short period." 

After over two hours of public 
discussion for those against or for 
the proposal. Late into the eve-
ning, Council members, finally, 
voted 6-3 in favor of sending the 
Cambodia Town proposal for fur-
ther review and study. At this 
point, nothing is quite official yet. 

Laura Richardson, 6th District 
Councilwoman and a co-sponsor 
of the proposal, added that the 
results of the study will be dis-
cussed again after 90 days. In the 
meantime, the City needs more 
time to ' gather more input from 
different stakeholders (such as the 
NAACP and the Latino commu-
nity) and make it a priority to ad-

For adJJertising, call (562) 637-2381 

dress everyone's concerns: espe-
cially regarding racial tension. 
Councilwoman Tonia Reyes • 
Uranga shared a similar idea. 

On the other hand, the three 
council members who voted in 
favor of the immediate designa-
tion of Cambodia Town were 
Bonnie Lowenthal, S~ja Lowen-
thal, and Gary DeLong. Although, 
they were succumbed to the ma-
jority of the other six council 
members, nevertheless, they ex-
pressed their commitment to the 

Cambodian community. 
"I think this designation is terri-

bly, terribly important because 
that's what gives us official recog-
nition," said .the Vice Mayor, Bon-
nie Lowenthal, who is also a foun-
der of the Phnom Penh Sister City. 

In the end, it is the City who 
has the last word, said Peter Long, 
President of the Cambodian Coor-
dinating Councils. "It was bound 
to go this way, because the City 
hac; their process," he said. "But I 
want to thank everyone that came 
out to show support." 

Time, it seems, is of the es-
sence for the organizing commit-
tee that introduced the proposal 

. forward. And according to Sithea 
San, Chairwoman of Cambodia 
Town, Inc., there is still much 
work to be done w1til the next the 
council meeting. 

"It is still unclear what the 
boundaries are and what the name 
is of the proposal is yet," she said. 
"We still have more work tci do. 
We look forward to working with 
the City Staff to do the study. That 
is the next step." 
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