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Designation For Stretch Of Anaheim Street 
Long Beach Has Largest Expatriate 

Cambodian Population In The World 

■ ByGa.C�
Staff Writer 

A 
local group is proposing a commercial

stretch of Anaheim Street in Central Long 
Beach be officially designated 'Cambodia Town ' in 

honor of the city's Cambodian residents, who make 
up the largest expatriate Cambodian community in 
the world. 

It's estimated that from 30,000 to 50,000 Long 
Beach residents are of Cambodian origin - most of 
them having fled their war-ravaged homeland 
between 1978 and 1985, or being the children or 
grandchildren of refugees. 
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'Cambodia Town' 

Designation Sought 
Continued From Page 1 

According to Pasin Chanou of the 
Cambodia Town Initiative Task Force, 
nearly 70 percent of the businesses located 
on the segment of Anaheim Street between 

Atlantic Avenue and Junipero Avenue are 
Cambodian-owned. Although some 
Cambodians have moved out of the work
ing-class neighborhood over the years, 
many remain there, he said. 

Having a Cambodia Town would "be a 
great honor to the Cambodian community 
in Long Beach, which represents close to 
10 percent of the population _in Long 
Beach," Chanou said. 

Another objective of the designation , he 
said, is to attract tourists and others who 
don 't normally frequent the area and, in 
turn, help the street's businesses. Chanou 
has said that he and others have spoken 

with the Long Beach Redevelopment 
Agency about potential help to revitalize 
the area. 

Chanou also believes that Camboo1a 
Town could create a positive image for 
Cambodian youth in the city. 

The proposed Cambodia Town is split 
between Long Beach's 4th and 6th City 
Council Districts. Chanou said that 6th 
District Councilmember Laura Richardson 
is a strong supporter in the city government 
for creating Cambodia Town, adding that 
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T he thick, dark line along Anaheim Street repr• 
$8nb the area proposed to be recognized as 
Cambodia Town. (Map not to scale) 

1st District Councilmember Bonnie 
Lowenthal, whose district borders the seg
ment's Atlantic Avenue end, is also very 
supportive. Lowenthal has "always been a 
good friend of the Cambodian communi
ty," Chanou said. 

His task force 1s working with the 
Cambodian-American Chamber of 
Commerce to try to convince the city 
council to officially adopt the designa
tion. Richer San, also of the Cambodia 
Town Initiative Task Force, and a board
member of the Cambodian-American 

Chamber of Commerce, said last week 
that the two groups will wait until after 
today's (April 13) city council elections 
to further promote their cause to the 
council. Certain candidates running for 
the 4th and 8th district seats are expected 
to support the Cambodia Town initiative, 
San said, and if they win, he believes that 
the initiative could gamer the five-vote 

council majority that it needs to become 
official. 

According to Chanou, the task force has 
collected about 2,000 signatures from local 
business owners and residents, including 
Latinos and African-Americans, in support 
of the Cambodia Town initiative. 

Chanou, the task force member, conced
ed that some opposition exists from non
Cambodian business owners in the area to 
naming the area Cambodia Town. Such 
opposition has helped impede the initiative 
in the past. 

"Some Hispanic business owners have 
said: Tm not Cambodian; does that mean 
you guys arc going to kick me out of this 
Cambodia Town?"' Chanou said. "We cer
tainly don't have that kind of thought at all. 
Cambodia Tc-wn is just a symbolic name 
a.,,ci that could include Hispanic businesses 
in that area. We have no intention of kick
ing anybody ,)Ut: we don ·1 have any legal 
a!.lthority m -jo that. lt s just a symboli� 
na.-ne for marketing purposes. could draw 
bu�iness to that are<1 and L"Crtainly we hope 
that every:ine in that region would benefit 
from that, induding Hispanics or African
Americans or \lihites or ianybody e1�e1:· 

Chanou also acknowledged that con
cerns have been raised about some mem
bers of the Cambodia Town Initiative Task 
Force who don 't even live in the city. 

"Some members in our group do not live 
in Long Beach," said Chanou, himself a 
Long Beach resident since 1979. "These 
[people] started in Long Beach, but as they 
became more successful. they could afford 
to move out of [Central] Long Beach to 
better areas . . .When they became suc
cessful, they bought houses in Cerritos and 
so on. [But] they still have a lot of friends 
and family living in Long Beach." 

Chanou 's group was formed in 200 I. 
Asked why a Cambodia Town initiative 
wasn't introduced years before that, as the 
Cambodian community has been a feature 
of Long Beach for many years now, 

. Chanou said that he believes the communi
ty had to start "maturing" first. 

"We all came as refugees," he said. "We 
had a lot of learning to do." 

He added that there is no precedent in 

Long Beach for a designated cultural 
enclave, such as Chinatown or Thai Town 
in Los Angeles. 

"It makes the job a lot harder because we 
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From left to right are: Kenneth T. So; Richer Son; Rosana Chanou; her husband, Pasin Chanou; and 
Danny Vong, all members of the Cambodia Town Initiative Task Force, posing in front of Vong's busi
ness, Kirirom Jewelry, on a stretch of Anaheim Street in Central Long Beach which the group is trying 
to convince the city council to officially designate 'Cambodia Town.' According to the tosk force, near
ly 70 percent of the businesses on Anaheim Street between Atlantic and Junipero avenues ore owned 
by residents of Cambodian descent. Son and Vong are also members of the Cambodian-American 
Chamber of Commerce, which is working with the tosk force to further the cause of the proposed 
Cambodia Town. (Photograph by the Business Journal's Adam Fau
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are the first group to try to do that [in Long 
Beach]," he s�d. 

Chanou said that the Long Beach 
Cambodian community probably started 
with a group of Cambodians who went to 
California State University, Long Beach in 
the 1960s. The community grew rapidly as 
these students' familiarity with Long 
Beach helped make the city a magnet for 
Cambodians fleeing the "killing fields" of 
the Pol Pot regime in the late 1970s. 
Vietnam opposed Pol Pot; Vietnamese 
troops occupied Cambodia in 1978-1979, 
ousting Pol Pot and his ruling party, the 
Khmer Rouge, and installing a puppet gov
ernment. In the chaos that followed as the 
Khmer Rouge fought to regain its power, 
more refugees streamed out of Cambodia, 
with many ending up in Vietnam, 
Thailand, Australia and the U.S. 
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release before the city embarks on a series 
of budget workshops next month, according 
to Deputy City Manager Suzanne Mason. 
The survey compares compensation of 
Long Beach municipal employees to those 
of other califomia cities and to the salaries 
of comparable workers in the private sector. 

City staffers have been poring over the 
report's numbers, verifying the report's 
accuracy and consistency, Mason said. The 
survey was undertaken for the city by 
Sacramento-based CPS Human Resources. 
The City of Long Beach commissioned the 
survey in the wake of its budget crisis. 
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