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Sophiline Cheam |
Shapiro debuts her
latest piece using
Cambodian moves.

By LAURA BLEIBERG
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

The seeds of a new dance piece,
“Seasons of Migration,” were
planted back in 1991. Sophiline
Cheam Shapiro, a classical danc-
er, had just arrived in Los Angeles
from Cambodia, a newlywed with
an American husband.

She immediately signed up for
English classes. It came with a bo-
nus lesson: learning how to cope
with feelings of dislocation in a
new country. Shapiro found the
class in culture shock as valuable
as the language lessons.

“I think it was a brilliant idea. It
was really helpful and that was sit-
ting in my head for 14 years now.”

It has come out of her head and
taken form as a four-part contem-
porary dance work that, though
new in story and concept, was
choreographed using the centu-
ries-old, classical dance vocabu-
lary of Cambodia. This is Shapi-
ro’s second major dance piece in a
traditional style, the first being
her successful adaptation of “Oth-
ello,” which was called “Sam-
ritechak.” (It was performed in
Long Beach in 2003.) “Seasons of
Migration” will have its U.S. pre-
miere at Cal State Long Beach’s
Carpenter Center on Friday and
Saturday. Excerpts from two an-
cient, rarely performed ceremo-
nial pieces are also on the pro-
gram, “Ream Ey=zo & Moni |
Mekhala.”

Shapiro is making a name for
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