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PREFACE 

Nowadays, stories and legends are seen on television, 
in magazines and in legend books from various countries 
around the world, and heard on radio. Along with these, the 
Long Beach Unified School District, throµgh the Southeast 
Asian Learners Project, has collected and composed this 
booklet of legends from Cambodia. 

We hope that the booklet will be a good friend for 
readers in many ways: it will help readers to gain knowledge 
of English and Cambodian; the legends can be told to friends 
in leisure time; the meaning of the stories can instruct good 
conduct. These legends are very popular in Cambodia. 

We have tried to remain true to the traditional forms of 
these stories as far as possible, and we apologize for any 
possible discrepancies . 
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HOW JUDGE RABBIT HELPED ELEPHANT 

One day Judge Rabbit went for a walk in the forest. He 
met Elephant. Judge Rabbit exclaimed, "Oh, Brother Elephant, 
you seem sad. You are sad, aren't you? What's the matter?" 

The elephant responded, "Brother, I am very sad. Yester-
day, I met a tiger. The tiger wanted to eat me. That's why 
I am so sad. I am afraid. I don't know what to do!" 

The rabbit responded, "That's no problem at all. Wait, 
I will protect you from that." 

After hearing that, the elephant was very happy and said, 
"I am going to do what. you want me to do, my Brother." 

Judge Rabbit replied, "Come and see me tomorrow. Listen. 
to me, don't be afraid, OK?" 

The next day, Elephant came to meet Judge Rabbit. The 
rabbit climbed up and sat on the back of the elephant. He 
held a bamboo cane in his hand and said to the elephant, "When 
I give you a sign to the left, you must turn your head to the 
left. When I give you a sign to the right, you must turn right." 

The elephant agreed. 
Then the tiger appeared for water. Judge Rabbit pretended 

not to see the tiger. At the same time, he rode and commanded 
the elephant to turn left or right with the bamboo stick. The 
elephant followed strictly. 

The tiger was shocked and stared at the sight and thought, 
"Why, how can such a little animal as that be the master of 
such a great animal and not be eaten by the great one?" 

The tiger watched in wonder. Finally he became frightened 
and ran to the safety of the forest. Elephant was safe and 
sound thanks to the intelligence of Judge Rabbit . 
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HOW JUDGE· RABBIT WAS TRAPPED AND TRIED TO ESCAPE 

Judge Rabbit was happy to see that·the elephant was safe. 
He ran into the garden of a farmer looking for something to eat. 
Because he was junping up and down with joy, he stepped in one 
of the farmer's traps and was caught. When the farmer reached 
home, he placed an "angrote"* over Judge Rabbit to keep him 
from running away. 

Near the rabbit, there was a small jar containing lots 
of fish. Judge Rabbit searched his mind for a way to escape. 
Finally, he asked the fish, "Fish! Fish! Do you want to es-
cape?" 

The fish replied, "Yes. We want to very much, but we don't 
know how!" 

Judge 
very hard 
jar. Then 
you." 

Rabbit said, "You 
in one direction, 
you will be free. 

have to work together and swim 
so that the water will upset the 
If you stay ·here, they will kill 

Then the fish swam very hard together until the jar fell 
over and all the fish fled to the pond nearby. Judge Rabbit 
began to cry out, "Ho! Ho! The fish are fleeing! The fish 
are fleeing!" 

The farmer became so excited, he grabbed the angrote and 
ran after the fish. Judge Rabbit ran free and tripped the far-
mer. The poor farmer, lying on the ground said, "Well! No-
thing for me! The fish are free in the pond, and the.rabbit 
is in the forest!" 

The moral of the story is, "A bird in the hand is worth 
more than two in the bush." 

* An angrote is a bottomless bamboo cage which Cambodians use 
to catch fish. 
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HOW JUDGE RABBIT GOT ACROSS THE RIVER 

On the same day that he escaped from the farmer, Judge 
Rabbit wanted to go across the river, but,alone, he could not 
do it. He thought to himself, "I will use a trick to confuse 
the crocodile. Then, he will carry me across the river." 

He went to the bank of the river and saw the head of the 
crocodile barely emerged from the water. Judge Rabbit said, 
"Oh! Brother Crocodile, there is no grass to eat on this bank. 
Please take pity on me! Help me go across the river. I know 
a place which has sweet grass and sweet mud and also sweet 
water. It's good. You will be happy with your family there." 

The crocodile was happy and replied, "If you, my brother, 
had pity on me, you would want to direct me to the place where 
there is sweet water and sweet mud. I would be so happy I 
would never forget your kindness." 

Judge Rabbit said, "That being the case, let's go." 
The crocodile called Judge Rabbit to sit on his back. 

When he saw the wrinkled skin of the crocodile all covered 
with mud, Judge Rabbit didn't want to sit there. He picked 
a water lily leaf and put it on the crocodile's back before 
sitting down. 

The crocodile looked around with surprise, "Why do you 
put that leaf on my back?" 

The rabbit responded, "Because I am not clean. I don't 
want to make your back dirty!' 

The crocodile went across the river and dropped him on 
the opposite bank. When he was in a safe place, Judge Rabbit 
said,"Blockhead, where do you expect to find sweet water and 
sweet mud? Your back is dirty. That's why I put the leaf 
down to sit on. And then you carried me across the river." 

The angry crocodile sat thinking of a way to get revenge 
while Judge Rabbit went along on his journey. 
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JUDGE RABBIT AND THE OLD LADY 

One day, Judge Rabbit went looking for food in the forest, 
but he couldn't find anything to eat. He was very hungry and 
very thirsty. He decided to come out of the forest. Well, 
he saw an old lady who was carrying a big basket of vegetables 
and fruit on her head. Judge Rabbit wanted to eat the bananas 
she was carrying, so he ran to the middle of the path and lay 
down pretending to be dead. 

The old lady came by and saw the dead rabbit. She picked 
him up and said, "What a lucky day! This rabbit just died. 
I'll eat it, and I can save some money on my lunch today." 
Then she put the rabbit in her basket and continued on her way. 

Judge Rabbit rose up in the basket, crossed his legs and 
ate the bananas. When the old lady neared the village, Judge 
Rabbit shook the basket. The .old lady was startled. She put 
the basket down, and Judge Rabbit jumped out quickly without 
even saying good-bye. 

The old lady was very cross with the Rabbit. She ran af-
ter him, but she couldn't catch him. She got tired and came 
back for her basket. Judge Rabbit was running so fast he did 
not see a well in front of him, so he fell into it. Fortunate-
ly the well was dry, but it was deep enough that Judge Rabbit 
could not jump out. What could he do? 

Bad deeds give bad results; good deeds give good results. 
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JUDGE RABBIT. THE TIGER AND THE MEN 

A tiger came near the well and saw Judge Rabbit trapped 
down there. He wanted to eat the rabbit and said, "Well, now, -friend! Today is my lucky day; I'll have you for lunch. You 
will die today." 

Judge Rabbit responded, "Oh yeah? Do you think so, friend? 
The sky is going to collapse, and you'll be crushed. You are 
going to die right now." 

The tiger looked up at the sky. He saw some_ clouds moving 
" around. He believed in Judge Rabbit's words. He felt frigh-

tened and pleaded, "Please, Rabbit, let me come down with you 
in the well, so the sky won't crush me!! " 

Judge Rabbit said, "No, it's not possible. If you come 
here, you'll eat me!" 

The tiger replied, "No, I promise, I won't eat you. Please 
let me in." 

The tiger asked Judge Rabbit so many times, he finally 
agreed. The tiger jumped down into the well. Judge Rabbit 
had thought of a way out. He went back and forth and then he 
turned back to the tiger. He jabbed the tiger's hip several 
times. 

The tiger said, "Don't jab me like that, Rabbit. Other-
wise, I'm going to throw you out of the well, and the sky will 
crush you." 

Judge Rabbit didn't care; he kept hitting the tiger until 
the poor tiger couldn't take it anymore. He got so angry he 
caught the rabbit and threw him out of the well. 

Once Judge Rabbit was up there free, he cried, "Oh! Hey! 
A tiger fell in the welU A tiger fell in the well!" 

Many men, who were making haystacks in the field nearby, 
heard that and ran up to the well. When they saw the tiger 
inside the well, they began to fight with the hayforks. In 
the meantime, Judge Rabbit stole a torch, which the men had 
to light their way home. He lit it and put it on top of a 
haystack and cried, "Help! Help! The haystacks are on fire!!" 

• 
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The men turned back and saw the flame on top of the hay-
stack. They stopped fighting the tiger and hurried back to 
put out the fire. The tiger was already hurt, so when he 
jumped out of the well, he ran off into the forest without 
trying to bother either the men or Judge Rabbit. 
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HOW JUDGE RABBIT MADE FRIENDS WITH THE GOAT 

One day, Judge Rabbit went to the farmer's garden for 
some bananas. The farmer was angry to see his bananas disap-
pear, so he set a trap. Judge Rabbit was caught. He was 
afraid because he knew that the farmer was going to kill him. 
When Judge Rabbit heard the farmer coming near, he pretended 
to be dead. The farmer picked him .up and said,"Now, Rabbit, 
are you going to steal bananas again? You cannot eat the 
bananas from my garden anymore!" 

The farmer brought the rabbit home and told his wife to 
prepare it for dinner. His wife put the rabbit in the corner 
of the house and went for the other ingredients. Judge Rab-
bit jumped up and ran fast, but the farmer saw him. He threw 
a spear to kill the rabbit and hit the rabbit's leg. Judge 
Rabbit continued to run toward the big bushes. The rabbit's 
leg was hurt, however, and he couldn't run all the way. 

Near the bushes, there was an old, blind goat, Judge 
Rabbit saw him and asked, "Dear Goat, my leg is broken, and 
I cannot walk. Your eyes are blind, and you can't see anything. 
So we could work together. You have your solid legs, and my 
eyes are good. If you have me sit on your back, I can direct 
you wherever we can easily find food." 

The goat accepted, and the two friends lived happily to-
gether. Unity is a way for happiness and prosperity .... 
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HOW JUDGE RABBIT HELPED HIS FRIEND THE GOAT 

One day, a tige~ looking for food in the forest, saw 
both friends: Judge Rabbit and the goat. The tiger wanted to 
eat the goat. The rabbit knew it and said to the goat, "Now, 
look out, my friend! The tiger wants to eat you." 

The goat was frightened and asked for help. Judge Rabbit 
said, "Be quiet! Let me do it." 

Then he pretended to talk to the goat. He spoke fearless-
ly, "I killed five tigers this morning and peeled their skins 
to make a carpet. I need one more piece to finish my work. Do 
you know where I can find another one?" 

When the tiger heard that, he was frightened and escaped 
into the forest. A monkey, who had seen the tiger running, 
came down from the tree and asked him, "Brother Tiger, why are 
you running so fast?" 

The tiger responded, "I saw an animal! I don't know what 
it was. He was very small, with four feet and two eyes like 
other animals, but he said, 'I killed five tigers this morning 
and peeled their skins to make a carpet. I need one more 
piece to finish my work,' and he's going to find another one. 
You see, if he had seen me, he would have killed me." 

The monkey said, "Let's go and see that wicked animal!" 
The tiger said, "No, I dare not go!" 
The monkey replied, "Brother Tiger, there is nothing to 

be afraid of. Let me do it for you. I'm going to catch that 
bad animal and put it in a cage for you." 

The tiger cried,''Monkey?? You forget something. That 
animal will kill me!" 

The monkey said, "Since you are so afraid, let's tie our 
tails together." Then they tied their tails together and went 
to meet Judge Rabbit and the goat. 

t 
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When the rabbit saw the tiger and the monkey with their 
tails tied together, he said to them,"Eh! Monkey, you fled 
from me once, and I couldn't find you! And now, you came back 
and brought me that skinny tiger. Alright, that's good. I'm 
going to take his skin." 

The tiger's body became shaky. 
"Let's run fast. Monkey!! We can't 
you stay here, you are dead~ too!" 

He said to the monkey, 
stay here anymore. If 

With that, he jumped up and jolted the monkey along be-
hind him. The poor monkey died. When the tiger stopped run-
ning, he turned back to the monkey whose mouth hung open in 
death. The tiger became angry with the monkey and said, "Oh! 
Silly Monkey! Why are you laughing while I am frightened to 
death." 

He didn't know the monkey was dead. 
A friend in need is a friend indeed. " 
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JUDGE RABBIT AND THE SNAIL RACE 

One day, Judge Rabbit went for a drink from a big lake 
where there were many watersnails. Seeing Judge Rabbit arrive 
at the lake, one of the snails approached and asked, "Hey! 
Rabbit, I heard someone say that you run very fast. Is that 
true or not?" 

Judge Rabbit proudly responded, "That's true. Of all 
the animals who have legs, none of them run as fast as I do. 
I am the fastest one of all." 

The snail gave a look to his friends. They wanted to 
play a trick on Judge Rabbit. Turning back to the rabbit, he 
said, "If you, Rabbit, are the fastest animal of all, would 
you like to race me? I'll make a bet. If I win, you mustn't 
drink this water, but if you win, I will leave the lake." 

Judge Rabbit said in surp.rise, "What a silly idea you 
have! It is a big mistake to dare doing that." 

The snail answered, "Are you afraid of me? Let's run 
around the lake, and we will seef" 

The rabbit said, "Run wherever you like; I am not afraid 
of you." 

The snail suggested, "We will meet here tomorrow at 
this time." 

The snail gathered his friends together and said, "Friends, 
you all know that we can't even run as fast as the caterpillar, 
let alone the rabbit, but listen carefully. You all disperse 
along the shore of the lake. When the rabbit calls, 'Snail, 
where are you?' the one of you in front of him must answer, 
' I ' m he re . ' " 

The snails spread all around the big lake. When the time 
drew near, Judge Rabbit appeared. The snail said, "What are 
we_waitin£ for? Are you afraid?" 

• 

• 

• 
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Judge Rabbit did not know that the snails would play a 
trick on him. He crossly answered, "Who in the world would be 

afraid of you, Snail." 
"Then, let's go," the snail replied. 
They began to run. A moment later, Judge Rabbit turned 

around looking for the snail, and then he called, "Snail, where 
are you?" 

The snail in front of him answered, "Here!" 
Judge Rabbit was surprised. He sped up again and called 

once more, "Snail, where are you?" 
One of them answered, "I'm here!" 
Judge Rabbit pushed all his effort, and as he ran around 

the lake, he cried out loudly, "Snail, where are you?" 
Each time, the next snail would answer, "I'm here!" 
Judge Rabbit continued running until he almost lost his 

breath. Finally, he had to stop. When he stopped, the snail 
who was in front of him said, "Now, Brother Rabbit, you mustn't 
come to this water because you lost your bet." 

Judge Rabbit,losing his race, was very ashamed. He re-
ti red and promised no·t to come to the lake anymore. 

Practical knowledge outsmarted Judge Rabbit's intelligence. 

• 

• 



.. 

.. 

fl 

.. 

21. 

~zn••y,~a~alcu,eJbt~bt~ng•t• #tga79'1t:i'rbt•1•Jb?n-l 
r,, 01Jb9Jbbb_o;taan fftlU ! • 

• 
• ra.in 

nr,9ib~, ~tn di•~\ onm•tn•J ., fiTSUI anrn cqzn 91 jl arm nvnr ne JO dfr.r.rfhtrrl 
• ubeJb ttbbbte1b.vn-? • 9Jbfi1t1191tU~•••jlttrt£mc.h Y ._ita1btu: 11 

91J1ttr9turJ ra!an biW9uroift'ctl ttbt8'ttrftctr~l't9'19JfJm1 ar;,"bu, II ubeJb trbbb 
te1bun ?11 r,cdaota1tnnr•• 1:1amr •Jb fcrbt~ 11 et111btao: 11 ., J' ., cu ...... 

######.############## 
# # : ,a:bb ~J•Lnbta:,~: 
pf # 
##################### 



22. 

HOW JUDGE RABBIT SAVED MEN FROM THE TIGER 

One day, four traveling salesmen went across the big forest. 
They were very tired, so they decided to sleep in the forest. 
The decision was made to protect themselves during the night. 
One man said,"We must take precautions in order not to be eaten 
by the tiger. Let's sleep with all of our feet together. Then 
the tiger will be cor:.fused, so he won't eat us." 

Then the men lay down with their feet touching, heads 
pointed to all four direction~ Then covered with a white sheet, 
they went soundly to sleep. 

A tiger looking for food saw the four men, but he did not 
know what they were. He wondered if it was an animal that 
might harm him. He did not dare come near, but he did not go 
anywhere either, so he just lay there and stared at them. 

The men woke up, and taking a peep around them, knew that 
the tiger was watching them. They were afraid for their 
lives. 

Judge Rabbit had been watching all of this and decided 
the men needed his help, so he came and asked the tiger, "Why 
do you stay still like this?" 

The tiger responded, "You see, Rabbit, this thing is very 
strange. I want to know what it is! Do you know what it is?" 

The Rabbit said, "I don't either, but I have an idea. 
Let's call all the animals living around here to come and see 
it in hopes that someone might know what it is." 

The tiger agreed, so all the wild animals including the 
elephants came together in a big crowd. After much discussion, 
they decided none of them had ever seen it before. So Judge 
Rabbit told all of them to stand back from the strange animal. 
He himself stepped slowly to the men. When he was near them, 
he stopped as if scared. Then he ran back and jumped over 
the elephant's back crying out loudly,"Let's run as fast as 
we can! This animal will eat us all!!" 

Hearing this, all the animals roared and ran back. The 
f,,astest was the tiger. The men were saved, and they were all 
very grateful to Judge Rabbit. 
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HOW JUDGE RABBIT ESCAPED 
ONCE MORE FROM THE TIGER 

24. 

The tiger was very angry with Judge Rabbit because Judge 
Rabbit had fooled and tricked him so many times. He thought 
to hirnself,"I'rn going to find that Rabbit, and I will eat him." 

Judge Rabbit sped up very fast when he saw t-he tiger 
looking for him. The tiger gave chase right behind him. Judge 
Rabbit tried to find somewhere to hide, but there was nowhere 
except the line of bamboo trees. He was very tired, but looking 
up at the bamboo tree, he saw a big wasp nest and got an idea. 

He climbed up and picked a bunch of bamboo leaves. Then 
he carefully filled the hole in the wasps' nest preventing the 
wasps from corning out. When the wasps couldn't leave the nest, 
they began to fly around angrily inside. The noise coming out 
of the nest sounded just like someone playing a Chinese drum, 
"Moung! Moung! Moung!" 

Arriving at the bamboo tree, the tiger said, "Now, Rabbit, 
how can you flee from me?" 

Then he began to climb up the bamboo tree after the rabbit. 
Judge Rabbit said, "Don't come up, Tiger. The Angel does not 
permit anyone to come up here except me whom he ordered to play 
rnusi c for him. Bes ides, I' rn the only one who can please him." 

The tiger wanted to please the Angel too, so he dared not 
continue climbing up. He asked Judge Rabbit, '1Brother Rabbit, 
let me play the music for the Angel, too, so I can please him 
as you do." 

Judge Rabbit said, "If you want to please the Angel, you 
can come up here, but I have to go over there to play another 
drum. Don't forget! If you want to play the music very well, 
you have to be very patient. You must wait until I am away 
from here. Watch, and when you see me jump, strike the drum 
hard. That way the sound will please the Angel." 

• 
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With that, Judge Rabbit moved down from the tree to let 
the tiger come up. The tiger followed Judge Rabbit's directions. 

When Judge Rabbit was very far away, he jumped up and down. 
Then he sped through the forest. At the same time, the tiger 
struck the wasps' nest hard. The nest broke, and thousands 
of angry wasps flew out. They stung the tiger all over. That 
made the poor tiger fall out of the bamboo tree and get badly 
hurt. 

• 
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HOW JUDGE RABBIT SAVED A MAN 
AND PUNISHED A CROCODILE 

28. 

One day a man rode in a cart across the forest. He met 
a crocodile who said to him, "Oh, Lord! Please take pity on 
me. This marsh is dry. Please take me to a deep lake." 

The man answered, "How can I take you? You are too big." 
The crocodile-replied, "Put me in your cart." 
The man said, "I can't. You are very big and heavy." 
The crocodile pleaded, "Tie me under your cart and ride 

me to a deep fresh lake." 
The man took a big rope and firmly tied the crocodile 

under his cart, and he continued on his way. Arriving at the 
lake, he untied and freed the crocodile. 

The crocodile said, "I am going to eat you now." 
The man asked, "Why do you want to eat me?" 
The crocodile replied, "You tied me too tight. It hurt 

me very much, so I will eat you!" 
The man cried, "If you are going to eat me, at least let 

me go to say,' Good-bye,' to my wife and children." 
The crocodile agreed, "Go and come back fast. I will 

wait for you right here." 
The man went away crying. A few minutes later, he saw 

Judge Rabbit, who asked him, "Why are you crying, Brother?" 
The man answered, "Oh! Brother Rabbit! I saved the croco-

dile's life. He told me to tie him under my cart and direct 
him to a deep lake. When we arrived at the lake, I untied him 
and freed him. He said that he was very angry with me because 
I had tied him too tight, and now he's going to eat me. He 
just let me come to say, 'Good-bye,' to my family." 

Judge Rabbit said, "Let's go and see the crocodile." 

• 

• 



29 • 

• 

• 

fi,!mu;,mFS'ltttrrrt,:rndftnil., ~g>asutrnn!fl' fdam~rnrndth • i tn:dlm 
mudmedb tinte:?afnmdtlm mudml~J~•t91dmtttnnsinttd1ub., urmta,: 
&IW.._.. CV UW.._.. I 

4111 a <11111 • ... iJ!!l.__, a I • tpth ~u•,na-amg,•t• ttm:utitntatltnnnn., t"tnt:aro'l i'lf!U!Ut9: 
...:i• 1111. .-..) • 9 e.. • I • _, tl.lT'lfft9, ~rmaanwu'l -!£affQbg1g,1t9 ttm:utnnub t•tnnub -, tntn 

Rbtnrth • mstrtl9tttntrft9: rrslnat919arttt ntlRT.httd"l~Jt"'\IUQ • ., 
tl1 fl 'SI II "it . CII QI 

I/! • .,. •• ...:.i • QI ,~ ...:i j ~rnnrm.e JUP"btntnan titn tl!Si ttrn trl't9 :,n If tmanr1 tu.nr t• , ~et9 er ., "l: 
=~p nd~tnnmf01btntlf~J,tdt1"\t\blt1-,: ., tntm-anmt.M • ~Tonf9ntlb 
d9Jt ti: • -, trfctl?iJ'fth • tt::rrslf1rnbbtttJ'aJe • tndft!md'l • crRnbbabeffbtnn 

I W ii er 1--SI CV 'SI 
• ._it~trdb"ld cJ,t;;it\• f aaf,ttbb 

1 
-, ~rmftmrtt,9tmm • tr~tfft~bbati~~: 

f cr~st91mirrianib~ter..p• • -, tntn1r1,~, ttth • t91 tofarr,cr•Jd1Jrt?'(l 
...... ...:i. • !If ...:i•• •at~'illl an bin 1J 11cn tn wb ti I tCTijta: ., ~rmtr:nt9 1 lf'l bmttnn,,. n, tri • ., <Jttrnt:mn, 
trrmtl'l :g,1dt1911:'lctr C'l 1'mrti'l trb t9'tn:rbbbm81DMncd • tr1'mtlanh • Ub 
I W u· I W A a, I "' 

91J1ctrtfftt7 ~gu15cd?crtntc1f ~Jitrntmttg~1d t1hmt,t,91qu., ~J'itrbi'ltl1tttn9' 
rt,:..( tufmlnh t91~'llutnnatrtttd1 -, 'l\:g,sdM1bte'l :tlm ~,tu1nmtttfarbi-i 

GI Q,, Q,, ~<:a.. I 1111. tQlm11'l g,1111anmstt.iu'l il1 PJgl~CIJ ttm :~91• u\'h'l 11h'l ffgtnn tttJJ :.1 tit• 
fcrr¾:!•Jit11 fnt,111,~'lcr1tJit,1antwamn~• ., cqrr191J1m'ianmt.h • tz;rt~t91 
.. ti GI t 9'Win t,,. t n t 11, : ., 

.. 

• 



30. 

When they arrived at the lake, Judge Rabbit said, "Hello," 
to the crocodile and asked, "Why do you want to eat this man?" 

The crocodile replied, "He tied me too tight; I couldn't 
even breathe." 

The rabbit said, "I want to know how tight it was. Bro-
ther Crocodile, come here! We'll test it together." 

The crocodile came near them. Judge Rabbit told the man 
to take the rope and tie the crocodile under the cart as he 
had done before. Then, Judge Rabbit asked the crocodile, 
"Did he tie you like this?" 

.The crocodile responded, "If he had tied me like this, I 
wouldn't have become angry with him." 

Judge Rabbit told the man to squeeze the crocodile once 
more. "Did he do like this to you?" Judge Rabbit asked the 
crocodile. 

The crocodile responded, "Yes, of course! That's why I 
got angry!" 

Judge Rabbit said to the man, "You see, if you press 
him like this, he has a reason to be angry with you. Now, 
what are you waiting for? The crocodile is so strongly tied." 

And so the man hit the crocodile in the head and killed 
him. 

This story is to advise you that one who receives help 
from someone must consider the source of the help. 

Note: In Cambodian culture, a person is called "Mr. Crocodile" 
if he does not appreciate his own ancestors, teachers 
or helpful friends. 

• 
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HOW JUDGE RABBIT CAPTURED THE GHOST 

Once, there was a man who had just married. His w~fe 
was as beautiful as gold. He loved her very much and never 
left her side. 

One day, the King raised troops to go to war. He sent 
messages to all the men in the country to join the Army. The 
new husband had to go. He was very, very sad because he did 
not want to leave his new wife. But there was no way that 
he could avoid it because he was so afraid of the king. The 
man and his wife wept together, and he told her to prepare 
provisions for him to go. 

Then morning came, and the man left his wife for the 
first time since their wedding. He cried all the way. When 
he reached the crossroad by the big bayon tree, he couldn't 
go further; he returned home. He did that three times. Fi-
nally, the fourth time, he decided he must continue on his way. 

Now, the bayon tree was the home of a ghost. The ghost 
had watched the scene with wonder and followed the man home. 
When the ghost saw the man's wife, he fell in love with her 
himself. Knowing that the husband would be away from home 
for a long time, the ghost transformed himself to look like 
the husband. He looked so exactly like the man that no one 
could tell. Then, he went to meet the wife. 

Seeing her husband home again, the lady asked, "Why are 
you back so soon? You told me that you decided to go." 

The ghost answered, "The war is over already; the king 
doesn't need the men anymore." 

Having no reason to doubt her husband, the lady was 
very happy and pleased to have him home as usual. 

Finally, when the war was really over, the real hus-
band came back home. He called to his wife. The poor 
lady was shocked to see another man looking just like her 
husband. She exclaimed, "This is my husband!" Then she 
turned back to the ghost and said, "This is my husband, too!" 

The lady was in panic and did not know what to do. 

• 

.. 

• 
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The ghost asked the man, "Who are you? How dare you 
say that my wife is yours?" 

The man responded, "This is my wife. We were married 
just a few months ago! I went to war, and now I have come 
back. Who are you? Why are you saying that my wife is yours?" 

The ghost and the man argued for a very long time. Fi-
nally, they decided to look for a judge. The judge felt awk-
ward and confused seeing both men looking so alike. He did 
not know what to do except stare at the lady and ask her, 
"Which one is your husband?" 

The lady felt so ashamed not knowing who her husband was. 
The real husband was very worried. He decided to find some-
one to help them. 

Judge Rabbit saw the man sobbing as he walked. The 
rabbit asked, "Why are you crying, Brother? What's the mat-
ter with you?" 

The man told him all about his sad situation. 
Judge Rabbit said, "Well, I' 11 try to help you. If 

this case is as I understand it, I think I have a plan which 
will work." 

The man and Judge Rabbit came back to where the others 
were gathered. He told the man to get him a bottle and a 
cork. Judge Rabbit placed the bottle on the table and said, 
"The one of you who can get into the bottle is the real 
band. The one who cannot get into it is the fake." 

The ghost was very happy. He thought he had won. 
quickly shrunk himself into a flea and jumped into the 

hus-

He 
bottle. 

Then, Judge Rabbit turned to the real husband and said, 
"Cork the bottle and quickly throw it into the river. Only 
ghosts can shrink and get into bottles. You are the real 
husband." 

Naturally, the couple was very, very happy. They lived 
happily ever after as man and wife, and they were always 
grateful to Judge Rabbit. 
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