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REPRESENTED

The Transformation of Long Beach'’s
People and Politics

—

Represented at Last!
The Transformation of Long Beach’s People and Politics
explores the evolution of the city's political and
demographic landscapes. It highlights how
self-determination and community
empowerment enabled historically
underrepresented communities to gz
political power i

People gathered on Belmont Shore with the Belmont Olympic Pool in ba
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AT LAST

Represented at Last!

The Transformation of Long Beach's
People and Politics explores the
evolution of the city's political and
demographic landscapes. It highlights
how self-determination and
community empowerment enabled
historically underrepresented
communities to gain political power
in Long Beach

World War Il provided new
opportunities for women and people
of color. From the late 1950s through
the 1970s, diverse groups came
together through social movements
such as the Civil Rights, Black Power,
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SALUTE TO A CIVIL RIGHTS PIO-
NEER—ERNEST MCBRIDE OF
LONG BEACH, CA

HON. STEPHEN HORN

i OF CALIFORNIA :
IN THE EOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 20, 1995

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speakaer, | rise teday, during
this week in which we commemorate the life
and legacy cof the Reverend Dr. Martin Lurther
King, to horor a gentleman from my District,
Califomia’s 38th, Mr. Emest McBride, whose
life and work embody the spirit and intent of
Dr. King’s message. Throughout his half cen-
tury of residency in our community, Mr.
McBride has been a crusader for civil rights
and racial justice—and our community is a
much better place for his dedication. i

Mr. McBrice, who is now 85 years of age,
moved to southem California when he was 21
to seek a better life for himself and escape the
racism and prejucice of his native South. Un-
fortunately, as an African-American, he did not
find the California of the thirties much better.
Ariving in a nearby community, he saw a sign
that read, “We don't serve coloreds here”. But
instead of traveiing on, Mr. McBride chose to
remain. He recently told a Los Angeles Times
reporter, “1 Gecided | had to stop and fight
somewhere. And | deciced Long Beach was
where | was Going to stop.”

Mr. McBride's determination to stay in Long
Beach turned out to te a decision which has
benefited many people. He fought prejudice
and injustice wherever he saw it—not through

As Dr. King began gamering national atten-
tion with his nonviolent efforts to end discrimi-
nation and prejudice, Mr. McBride led picket-
ing against local grocery stores that refused to
hire blacks and pressured Long Beach city:
leaders to open up more jobs for African-
Americans. He organized a student revolt at a
Long Beach high school that forced school of-
ficials to abandon minstrel shows and to drop
a textbook that depicted African-Americans
only as slaves. - - i

Mr. .McBride cofounded the Long Beach
chapter of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People [NAACP], and
his house was often the chapter's gathering
place where members discussed strategies for
desegregating housing, ending discriminatory
hiring practices, and ridding local schools of
racially-biased texibooks.

Recently, Mr. McBride’s home of many
years—a modest bungalow which he pur-
chased in the 1940’s despite racially restrictive
covenants and neighbors who petitioned to

_keep him out—was declared a historical land-

These international and national events
contributed to changes in Long Beach’s
political representation and local elections.
The election of James “Jim” Howard
Wilson in 1970, the first African American
councilmember, marked an end to an

all white city council. Following his
election, there was a slow rise in political
representation from communities who
previously had little political power.
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burgeoning social movements and

nized his fellow workers and eventually won a
raise and a shorter workweek.

in the early 1940’s, when a union- at the
Long Beach Naval Shipyard refused to afiow

Long Beach City Council Alan S. Lowenthal,
said, “It's certainly too bad we can't designate
Emie and his late wife Liily as a historic monu-
ment. He really is the landmark.”

The National Organization for Women (NOW) Los Angeles

African-Americans to join, Mr. McBride round-
ed up 180 people to petition President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt. The President responded by
ordering the union to allow minorities to join or
face losing its status as a bargaining agent.

- Today | honor Mr. McBrice and thank him.

He stands as a model of the good that one
man—with dedication and compassion—can
accemplish for the generations to come.

regional newsletter criticizing the lack of women’s rights

growing national and international during the highly celebrated U.S. bicentennial, 1976

pressure led President Lyndon B.
Johnson to sign the Civil Rights Act of
1964, legally ending segregation and
ensuring all citizens the right to vote.

Congressional Record “Salute to a Civil Rights Pioneer-Ernest McBride
of Long Beach, CA,"” given by the Honorable Stephen Horn honoring
Ernest McBride, founder of the Long Beach chapter of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 1995
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SATO

COUNCILWOMAN SEVENTH DISTRICT

April 18, 1986

Councilwoman D7 (1975-1986) Sato Letterhead 1986

Independent Press Telegram Article “City’s First
Council Woman ‘I like Work,' Says Ruth Bach After 7
Busy Months in Office,” details D5 Councilwoman
(1954-1955) Bach'’s experience working on city council,
1955
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Long Beach City Council with first African American Councilmember, Jim Wilson, circa 1970

Mayor Beverly O'Neill (1994-2006) with folklorico dancers at first district public safety fair, 2002

Another significant step toward equality was LBJ's “War on Poverty” through The CHORSDAY . APRIL . 8015 0 £ AR TA BETON I L TF 5 HAGYA
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, which provided assistance in the form of healthcare, R T S B
nutrition, and education. Social service organizations in Long Beach used federal funds REMAKING A CITY

for Head Start, the Community Improvement League, and the Centro de la Raza.

Meanwhile, U.S. foreign policy in the second half of the 20th century and the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 removed the national origins quotas that
limited immigration from certain countries. This drastically increased Asian, Latin
American, Eastern European, and African immigration, significantly changing Long
Beach demographics.
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Photographs by ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times

IN EARLIER decades, Long Beach’s character was easier to define. It was an oil town, a Navy town, an aerospace space. But the
derricks vanished, the Navy left and Boeing is closing its C-17 plant. Above, Mayor Robert Garcia looks out from his City Hall office.

His Long Beach vision

Los Angeles Times California section on Robert Garcia’s vision for Long Beach, 2015

Immigration, changing demographics, social movements, and community
organizations resulted in new local leaders. Elected city council representatives
transformed from blocking the Long Beach Lesbian and Gay Pride parade in the

early 1980s, to First District Councilmember Robert Garcia, the first Latinx and openly
gay mayor. The once all white, all male city council became a supermajority of women
representing many different cultures headed by the first African American mayor, and
the first mayor who lives in North Long Beach, Rex Richardson.
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REPRESENTED Changing Population

Since the late 1800s, Long Beach has been home to Indigenous, Japanese, Chinese,

Filipino, African American, Latinx, and White populations, however, they were a fraction

of the population and lacked political power. Despite their small numbers, these
communities challenged the indignities they faced and pushed for equality.

CHUMASH MAN

“Shoo-mash,” he says

and when he says it

| think of ancient sea lion hunts
and salt spray windswept
across my face

They tell him

his people are dead
“Terminated”

It's official

U.S. rubber-stamped official
Chumash: Terminated

a People who died

they say

a case for anthropologists

Ah, but this old one

this old one whose face is
ancient prayers come fo rest
this old one knows

who he is

“Shoo-mash,” he says

and somewhere sea lions still gather
along the California coast

and salt spray

rises

rainbow mist

above the constant breaking

of the waves

- Georgiana Valoyce-Sanchez

Poem written by Georgiana Valoyce-Sanchez, 2021 Asian family photo at the Pike, circa 1905

e

Perez and Navarette family farm, from left to right: Diverse CalShip workers receiving training, circa 1943
Pilar Perez-Navaratte, Tony Mesa, Eleno Perez, 1935

World War |l brought the military industrial complex to Long Beach. The expansion

of the Navy and aerospace attracted migrants from across the U.S. The Navy and
shipyard were a source of employment for Filipinos like Emmanuel Bernal, African
Americans like Malcom Treadwell and Willie F. Brown, and Latinx like George Trujillo
and Desiderio Valera Vigil. Similarly, the families of Mayor Rex Richardson,
Councilmember Dee Andrews, and Councilmember Al Austin moved to Long Beach in
search of economic opportunities and jobs in these industries.

The increase in the African American and other racial and ethnic communities was
met with increased racism. Redlining played an instrumental role in keeping the
African American population in the Central Area. Other parts of the city, such as
Downtown and the Westside, became centers for communities of color before North
Long Beach emerged as racially and ethnically diverse as it is today.

e

OPERATION N _ARRIVAL COMMITTEE TO ELECT CLARENCE SMITH
2051 ORANGE AVENUE

In 1975, Camp PendleLon became the temporary home for thousands LONG BEACH, CA 90806
of Southeast Asian refugee». On April 28, 1975, the Marinee received ID #830066

word that the first refugees would begin arriving the next day.

During "Operation New Arrival," which officially began April 29,
1975, more than 50,000 refugees were processed through the "tent city"

located at Camp Cristianitos.

GENERAL STATISTICS

Operation New Arrival April 28, 1975 --- November 14, 1975

Number of refugees who were processed through the camp-50,424
Number of births-165 (88 boys, 77 girls)
Total hopital admissions-986

Total hospital/dispensary outpatients-117,432

Maxicum capacity of camp-18,500

Number of government civilians involved-458
Number of Marines and Navy personnel involved-800
Number of meals served-7,367,696

Nucbers of pairs of shoes issued-7,985

Power lines installed-20 miles

Telephone pol s installed-200

Cable installed-36 miles

Number of tents erected-1,040

Number of Quonset huts used-140

Number of blankets used-60,000

Water mains and feeder lines laid-35,000 feet
Shower huts-14 rehabilited structures

Portable shower units installed-8

.

Changing Electorate

CITY OF LONG BEACH —————
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREAS e, 1 ol o 1 e b sl scono, nd S

conditions which act as a barrier to new investment.

| *L - California Redevelopment Law is one of the last available processes which
- has the authority, scope, and financial means to provide the necessary
stimulus to reverse deteriorating trends, remedy blight, and create a new
image for many communities.

- Community redevelopment operates under the control of the local
governing body.

- The Long Beach Redevelopment Agency Board is a 5-member board
appointed by the Mayor and City Council to exercise its power to carry out
the redevelopment plan.

REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

EXPENDITURES - ESTIMATE TO CLOSE
FY 93-94

Downtown —
17,120 008

'J}.“J /

entral Lorg Beagh ' est Beach <
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REDEVELOPMENT PLANS

& N Redevelopment Plans in Long Beach Are implemented in
. 405/Retail Center seven Project Areas.
Project Area Formation Term* Acreage
. Los Altos
‘ West Beach 1964 2009 21
. Westside Industrial Poly High 1973 2003 87
West Long Beach 1975 2015 1,350
. Downtown 1975 2010 421
Central Long Beach Los Altos 1991 2031 45
405 Retail Center 1993 2033 -
. Downtown & West Beach Central Long Beach 1993 2033 2619
Total Acreage 4619
] Poly High Total Percent of City 11.3%
*Pursuant to AB 1290
City of Long Beach Redevelopment Project Areas Map, first focused on Redevelopment plans and expenditures for seven
Downtown, West Beach, Central and Westside, North Long Beach is notably project areas slides, North Long Beach is notably
absent as a project area, circa 1990 absent, 1993-1994

U.S. interventions in South East Asia and Latin America were a catalyst for the rapid
changes in Long Beach’s population beginning in the 1970s. The Central Area shifted
from being predominantly African American, to one with refugees from Cambodia and

Laos fleeing the effects of the Vietham War and the Khmer Rouge.

Cambodian immigration came in two

Table 25 Refugee Arrivals Into The United States By Selected Country of Cltizenship

motmmibtoe | — waves. The 1975 wave, mostly from

Country of citizenship 19940 1991/ ) 1993

I —  — refugee camps in Thailand, created

Al countries 109078 96,587 114,49% 107926
} | I | !

) B BT T ) — support systems for the second wave

\lhania 98 1.363 1,108 458

| i — — — — — in the 1980s. Japanese, Hmong, and
[ sws|_—wen] e Cambodian communities found

themselves residing in the Westside
and Central Areas. This was the

1:3:2}1 o] ] only place many immigrants and
}::J

) Y Y AT I W refugees could afford or find homes or

1,491 | 290 134 54

) Y T ] - — apartments for rent, competing with

Ty the African American community that

7 I 24 13 244

27 } 125 23 24
27378 |

- 3 — had historically been shut out from
i surrounding Long Beach areas by

discriminatory property laws and

realtors.

Refugee immigrants arriving in U.S. by country of
citizenship, circa 1990-1996.

The arrival of Cambodians, Laotians, Hmong, and to an extent, Latinx from Central
America, drastically changed the makeup of areas with large concentrations of people
of color, perpetuating racial tensions and the rise of ethnic gangs in the 1980s. The
sudden influx of political refugees and other groups created scarcity of resources and

animosity within historically African American and Latinx communities in Long Beach.
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Political Alliances

AT LAST

To protect minorities’ rights and increase representation in local office, many “It was also to advance the issues that were not only unique to our community, but so many other

communities in Long Beach created political alliances throughout the late 20th century. communities of color. | think we up ended up doing some good work. And at one point on the city
council when | got elected, we literally had three African Americans men, on the city council at one time,

which was really punching way beyond our weight class. When you look at the African American
population in Long Beach being about 12%, we represented 30% or 33% of the city council, right? So
that was that was a significant moment, in our city's history and it showed that, that we, we had
politically figured out something. And then other communities started saying, ‘Hey, wait a minute. We

Various organizations pushed for political allies and representation in city council to

address inequities and support underrepresented groups.

IBACIH Area B can do this too!"
LBACICitizens Involved -Councilmember Al Austin 2024
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As usual, we anticipate participatling actively LIn
the Aprlil 1994 elections. A& part of the process,
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Mayor of Long Beach

Thank you.

) Falice Strauss, Chair
Pollitical Actlon Committé

Leading the Pursuit of
Equal Human Rights for All

SATURDAY, QCTOBER 21, 20006

Letter to Tonia Reyes Uranga from Long Beach Area
Citizens Involved (LBACI), a progressive political
organization, providing steps for campaign
endorsement, 1993

Flyer for the Long Beach Lambda Democrat-
ic Club’s Silver Anniversary Human Rights
Awards Banquet, 2006

ELECT

Similar to the creation of cultural community groups, there was also an emergence

CLARENCE SMITH of political organizations tied to marginalized communities. For example, Centro de

LONG BEACH CITY COUNCIL la Raza employees and participants formed the Long Beach Chicano Political Caucus

(CPCQ) in the late 1970s to raise funds for candidates and register Latinx voters which

A Dedicated and Committed Leader

with a 37 Year Record of amplified their voices. CPC members worked on Wilson's and Simon's campaigns, both
Involvement in Long Beach

Vote Tuesday, August 26th

allies to the Latinx community. The Latinx community also partnered with LBACI to
enact change through the local ballot initiative process. LBACI was one of the

instrumental organizations that advocated for Proposition X, which passed in 1976 and

Campaign material to elect Clarence Smith for Long Beach o . o o - . . .
City Council for Council District 6, circa 1986 required city councilmembers to live In the council district that they served.

Photo of Jenny Oropeza and class of elementary school students

pledging allegiance to the flag, campaign material for electing

Jenny Oropeza to the Long Beach Unified School District Board,

first Latinx to hold a seat on LBUSD, 1988
Organizations such as Long Beach Area Citizens Involved (LBACI), League of United
Latin American Citizens, Teachers Association of Long Beach (TALB), Democratic
Women's Study Club, National Organization for Women, Lambda Democratic Club, and
Long Beach Young Democrats supported the election of prominent Long Beach
political allies like Jim Wilson, Renee Simon, Alan Lowenthal, Wallace Edgerton, Beverly

O’Neill, Tom Clark, Evan A. Braude, and Bonnie Lowenthal.

e jehrrmders A Dn bre |-|-|-|- Fags &

LBACI Tﬂkes Care nf Bummsr m G ardm Pﬂrf}

Mayor Beverly O'Neill, Councilmembers Bonnie Lowenthal D1, Dan Baker D2, Frank Colonna D3, Dennis Carroll D4, Jackie Kell D5,
Laura Richardson D6, Rob Webb D8, Val Learch D9, circa 2002

Local measures, such as Proposition X, helped bring in new councilmembers who
supported expanded civil rights. In 1987, Lambda and TALB pushed for a successful city
ordinance that prohibited discrimination against sexual preference at work and In
hiring practices. Lambda continued to support allies to the LGBTQ+ community, like
Evan A. Braude, and eventually were able to support individuals from their community.
In 1999, Dan Baker became the first openly gay city councilmember. Gerrie Schipske
became the first lesbian on city council in 2006. Robert Garcia won his city council race

in 2009, and became Long Beach'’s first openly gay Latinx Mayor in 2014.
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Citizen News “LBACI Takes Care of Business at Garden Party,” article discussing Lowenthal, former D1 Councilwoman (2001'2008); (BaCk row, Cedillo, attending a labor event, date unknown

LBACI's 22nd Annual Garden Party award ceremony and election of officers, middle) Bill Clinton, former U.S. President (1993-2001); (Middle)
featuring Jenny Oropeza (State Senator D28 2006-2010, State Assembly 2000-2006, Suja Lowenthal, former D2 Councilwoman (2006-2016); (Third
Councilwoman 1994-2000; Assembly Member (1988-2004) Alan Lowenthal (U.S. from right) Tonia Reyes Uranga, former D7 Councilwoman
Representative 2013-2023, State Senator 2004-2012, Councilman 1992-1998; and (2002-2010), circa 2007

Joanne Weinhoff O'Byrne Poly High School teacher and LBACI member, 1996
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By utilizing the momentum of local organizations and forming coalitions, previously

After 1972, councilmembers Renee Simon and Jim Wilson often sat with the city underrepresented people from Latinx, African American, Asian, and LGBTQ+

manager to push for city employment opportunities for women and racial/ethnic communities amplified their voices in local politics and increased their political
minorities. Additional coalitions paved the way for individuals from underrepresented representation. In 2022, support from diverse communities, Long Beach Young
communities to win elected positions like Doris Topsy-Elvord, Jenny Oropeza, and Dan Democrats, Democratic Women'’s Study Club of Long Beach, unions, and allies like
Baker in the 1990s, and Tonia Reyes Uranga, Gerrie Schipske, Roberto Uranga, and Suely Lena Gonzalez, helped elect the first African American Mayor, Rex Richardson. Now, the
Saro in the 2000s. Long Beach City Council has a super-majority of women and members from the Asian,

Latinx, and African American communities, representing the city at last.
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REPRESENTED Community Organizations and

Since the 1910s, members from the
t-tw,:;rzl'o“g Beagtlh:r:::g::u; zMCP African American community voiced their
E e the Advancement of Colared People grievances to city council. Continuous

th FREEDOM FUND organizing and efforts in the African
BANQUET & AWARDS American community culminated in 1940
PRESENTATION

| when Ernest McBride founded the local
chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).
The NAACP provided communities of
color with an avenue to fight systemic
oppression. In 1970, these organizing skills
and resources helped elect Jim Wilson,
Long Beach’s first African American
councilmember D6. He won in a special
election on April 7, 1970 with support
from the African American and Latinx

communities.

Long Beach Branch National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People Freedom Fund
Banquet and Awards Presentation invitation, 2004

Long Beach Chicano Political Caucus fundraiser at the home of Ron
and Phyllis Arias (lower left); unknown attendee, Long Beach Vice
Mayor Jim Wilson (center), CPC co-chair Carmen O. Perez, David C.
Lizarraga, circa 1980

Meanwhile, increases in federal funding helped create anti-poverty organizations

that addressed socioeconomic disparities in education, healthcare, and nutrition. Five
neighborhood centers, including Centro de la Raza (East Long Beach Neighborhood
Center), were founded in the 1970s and assisted their communities with employment,
education, and other resources. The centers helped people, connected activists,
empowered participants, and provided the tools to organize political campaigns.

Some participants, such as Tonia Reyes Uranga, ran for political office, while others, like
Carmen O. Perez, assisted in the campaigns of Jenny Oropeza, Alan Lowenthal, and

Jerry Brown.

STADIUM, VETERANS' 5000 Lew Davis 425-6406
TREE TRIMMING 7600 E. Spring 421-0111 | 975- | 978
EE?%%%EI?%ELE&;;EEEELDG 2801 E. Willow St. 426-8393
VETERANS' STADIUM . g.g:é%r LaéwBE)Daau?ray :gg:ggélg Dl RECTO RY OF CITY OFF|CES
VITAL STATISTICS 2655 Pine Ave. 427-7421 AND
WATER DEPARTMENT
Administr_atic:-nr Bldg. 1800 E. Wardiow Rd. 426-5951
Commercial Division 333 W. Ocean Blvd. 590-7091 ELECTED AND APPO[NTED OFF|CERS
Emergency Service—24 Hrs. 426-5951
YOUTH CLUBS
Bruin Den—Recreation Pk. 4900 E. 7th St. 434-2868 "
Hi-Teen—Houghton Pk. 6301 Myrtle Ave, 422-3723
Hutch 2611 Locust Ave. 424-4794 B
Ram Shack—El Dorado Pk. 2800 Studebaker Rd. 429-6310

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
GAS: 595-5311 WATER: 426-5951

FIRE: 436-8211 POLICE: 435-7431
PARAMEDICS: 436-8211

WALLACE EDGERTON

Councilman—Ist District Councilman—2nd District Councilwoman—3rd District

DON PHILLIPS
WALLACE EDGERTOM
RENEE B, SIMON
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Long Beach City Council District Map and Elected Officers, circa 1975-1978

Organizations like Asian Pacific Outreach, Cambodian Association of America, Khmer
Girls in Action, and The Hmong Association of Long Beach emerged in response to the
increase of Cambodian, Laotian, and Hmong refugees. These organizations provided
services the city could not, like family reunification, counseling, youth services, and
English courses to help with acculturation and support for the new populations. The

support system that these organizations provided to various Asian communities

highlights the importance of multiethnic-serving organizations.

Empowerment

unknown

Cambodian Association of America Logo,
founded 1975

Guest CARD
BILLY UVICK
Telephone 410-76

'u.‘.li ;

NORTH LONG BEACH YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUB

______

Guest card for a mysterious North Long Beach Young Democratic Club, date

Founded in 1977, the Long Beach Lambda Democratic Club engaged with the

community and supported LGBTQ+ friendly politicians, like councilmember and

congressmember, Alan Lowenthal, and later supported Dan Baker, who would become

the first out gay councilmember in the city. In the 2010s, Lambda worked to expand

civil rights on issues like marriage equality. The Center also provided services to the

Long Beach LGBTQ+ community, including one of the first case management services

exclusively for people with AIDS/HIV.

LBACi ong Beach Arec
LBACICitizens Involved

LONG BEACH AREA CITIZENS INVOLVED (LBACI)

Long Beach Area Citizens Involved (LBACI) is committed to improving the
quality of Life for all Long Beach arca citizens. Our commitment means
that we are concerned about human rig‘]:lt-; and rlig‘uil_v for everyone, Most
important, we believe that Long Beach is an attractive community because
it ie a diverse community, ianm"ing all races, many ethnic groups, gaye and
shians, and straight peaple. Because we celebrate our diversity, LBACI

All segments of the community must unite in the search for
social justice and human equ.:]il_v;

Extremism and dmuraning' of one segment of the community
hurts us all;

We must stand with others to fight all forms of oppression; and

Together, we must defend hasic human fig‘lth: and dignity
against divisive attacks.

Therefore, we urge our Mayor and City Council to refrain from and
react strongly againet statements of intolerance and bigotry in the public
arcna, We urge our Mayor and City Council to stand positively for
tolerance, unity, and the value of all Long Beach residents.

241 CEDAR AVENUE m LONG BEACH, CA 90802 m (310) 436-6822
ot

LOMNG B E A CH

'O\

DEMOCRATIC.CLLUB

Dear Friends and Supporters,

If you hgw.- received this letter, it is because you are no longer lisied as a
dues paying member of Long Beach Lambda Democratic Club. Ii may be
that we forgot to send you a reminder . It may be that you had set it aside
and mever got around to it. 1 certainly hope it is not because we have lost
your support. If so please let us know why.

Lambda Democratic Club needs your support so that we can confinue
work that is so vital to our community. 1992 means elections for City
Council where many of our friends are up for clection. 1992 means

elections in two new Assembly districts, two State Senate districts n

newly drawn Congressional districts. We have several friends an

enemies running for these positions and we must be strong this year, Most
importantly 1992 means an initiative campaign to place AB 101, the
gayflesbian nondiscrimination law, on the ballot for November. (Oh, by the
way we will also be electing two U.S. Senators and a new President.)

In order for our community to have a effective voice, we need your
support and commitment.We have enclosed a membership form for you to
renew that commitment. Please take time now to fill it out and mail it
today. This may be your last chance to renew your membership before
dues go up in March. Please help cur community's voice be heard, in Long
Beach, Sacramento an d Washington D.C.

Long Beach Area Citizens Involved First Long Beach Gay Pride Long Beach Lambda Democratic Club
mission statement flyer Festival & Parade, LBLGP, Inc., membership renewal letter asserting

1984

support for state gay/lesbian
nondiscrimination legislation, 1992

In the nineties, political organizations such as LBACI, the Long Beach Chicano

Political Caucus, the Lambda Democratic Club, and Long Beach Young Democrats

(LBYD) served as training grounds for yet to be elected candidates. Al Austin, one of

the founders of the LBYD, along with high level political staffers and young community

organizers helped get candidates who supported feminism, LGBTQ+ rights, and racial

equality into elected positions. Local organizations empowered communities and led to

the election of more underrepresented officials.

TOPSY-ELVORD

Because We Can Do Better

Long Beach City Council
Sixth District
April 14th

Campaign literature for political powerhouse,
Councilwoman D6 (1992-2000) Doris Topsy-Elvord,
circa 1992

Tonia Reyes

PRESS RELEAS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 310/989-3667

DEBORAH MURFHY

3395 LONG BEACH BOULEVARD FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
LONG BEACH, CA 90807 12:00PDT &/2/94

NAACP CO-FOUNDER ERNIE MC BRIDE
SUPPORTSS URANGA FOR THE 7TH DISTRICT

ME. ERNIE MC BRIDE, CO-FOUNDER OF THE LB NAACF AND A LIFETIME
MEMBER OF THE ORGANIZATION, HAS ANNOUNCED HIS ENDORSEMENT OF THE
7TH DISTRICT CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE TONIA REYES URANGA.

WELL KNOWN FOR HIS ADVOCACY OF EQUAL RIGHTS ISSUES LOCALLY AND
NATIONALLY, MR. MC BRIDE BELIEVES THAT MS. URANGA CAN BEST
REPRESENT ETHNICALLY DIVERSE 7TH DISTRICT.

"LONG BEACH HAS CHANGED A WHOLE LOT SINCE I FIRST BEGAN ORGANIZING
IN THE 1930'S. 1IT'S TIME WE BEGIN TO RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE ALL
EQUAL IN ABILITY AND COMMITMENT TO MAKE THINGS BETTER. SHE HAS THE
ABILITY AND THE EXPERIENCE. I KNOW HER PERSONALLY AND SHE WILL
REPRESENT ALL THE PECFLE OF THE 7TH DISTRICT" STATES MR. MC BRIDE.

MR. MC BRIDE'S NAME APPEARS IN LITERATURE URANGA’S OPPONENT MIKE
DONELON HAS DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE 7TH DISTRICT. "I DON'T KENOW
HIM. I HAVE NEVER EVEN TALKED TO HIM" SAID MR. MCBRIDE

"New Leadership for a New Long Beach"

3395 Long Beach Boulevard, Long Beach, CA 90807 + (310) 989-3667
Commities &2 Elect Tonda R Uranga Tth Destrict = | 0. #330783

Tonia Reyes Uranga for City Council D7 Press
Release announcing NAACP Co-founder Ernie
Mc Bride's support for Uranga, an important
cross-cultural endorsement which helped her
garner support from other communities of
color, she lost the election by a small margin
to Mike Donelon, 1994

FRIENDS TO ELECT

SANDY BLANKENSHIP

m  or CITY couacit 4o DISTRICT
i VYOT&E TUE. APRIL 9, '96

Elect

Tonia
Reyes
Uranga

CITY COUNCIL
DISTRICT

€1 am running for City Council
because I want a safe and a prosperous
Long Beach for everyone. No part of the ‘
City should be neglected. No group of
people should be ignored.

€€ Those are my goals. That is my
platform. 2?2

A Fighter for
All of Us!

Campaign literature for Councilwoman D7
(2002-2010) Tonia Reyes Uranga declaring her
platform that “No part of the City should be
neglected. No group of people should be
ignored.” 1994

United Cambodian Community of Long Beach Child Center
class photo, UCC was an important cultural center which
provided resources for Cambodians and other communities
of color, 1991
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REPRESENTED Challenging and Changing the Law

As the racial and ethnic composition of Long Beach changed in the latter half of the Every decade, the U.S. Census records the population and this data is used to redraw
20th century, there was pushback from the community over discriminatory practices balanced legislative district boundaries. Redistricting is a controversial process fraught
against people of color. Yet, growing minorities and allies banded together and with difficulties. In 1976, after many attempts community groups such as Long Beach
persevered. Redlining significantly limited areas in which certain groups could live. Area Citizens Involved (LBACI) spearheaded Proposition X, requiring elected

officials to live in the council districts in which they served. Prominent figures such as
Renee Simon, Tom Clark, Carmen O. Perez, and others, supported the effort. The

passage of this seemingly unimportant proposition had a major impact on the city's
DECLARATION NO. 1 MADE APPLICABLE:

That said property shall be subject to all restrictions, conditions, future giving direct representation for individuals to elect their neighbors to the
covenants, reservations, liens and charges in said Declaration No. I, ) ) ) ) ) o
which are hereby made a part hereof as if set out in full herein, powerful city council. The new ordinance, a changing electorate, and redistricting
I. PROTECTIVE RESTRICTIONS - : : : : :
1. Uses of Property Prohibited: enabled more political newcomers like Jenny Oropeza, the first Latinx on city councill
There shall never at any time be erected, permitted, maintained or . o
carried out upon said property or any part thereof: Any saloon or place to get elected and advocate for their communities.

for the sale or manufacture for sale of malt, vinous or spirituous liquor,
any establishment for the care or cure of persons aiflicted with tubercu-
losis, or for the care, cure, or restraint of the mentally impaired or of _
victims of drink or drugs or cny detention home, detention or reform 5 ke |

school, asylum or institution of like or kindred nature; or for establishing Pro ' X
or carrying on any business or use not specifically mentioned herein un- p'

less such business or use is located in a use district permitting the same i

as provided herein; or any noxious trade or business or use of the prop- OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
erty whatsoever. o T
2. Limitation of Occupancy and Ownership: | LoNG Beacy CALIS;RNIA 90802

(a) No part of said property shall be sold, conveyed, rented, or
leased in whole or in part to any person of African or Asiatic descent or l | o
to any person not of the white or Caucasian race, except as provided in aoflo L A ol
paragraph (b) hereof. ; IB&I‘ A‘&' ity emm'mdlme'%

(b) No part of said property shall be used or occupied or permitted |' - distriet 0“‘3' was wlmine
to be used or occupied in whole or in part by any person who is either | pear Friend, by a armmge ‘margin
wholly or partially of African or Asiatic descent or by any person not of I N e late Wi doe il arly
the white or Caucasian race, except that domestic servants, chauffeurs, P _w: da glecz;*{m%:ncuman, I have witnessed first-hand how the present .With more than half the
or gardeners of other than the white or Caucasian race may live in or cige giving an unfiiicii‘ﬁﬁt“n work against the voters' best interests precincts rep —240 -
occupy the premises where their employer resides, or, with the written | ;ang Beach. Voters have a rizﬁi Eg ?eii"’tﬁ‘“’“e;fﬂ organizations througliﬂ‘_ut out of 434—yes votes
approval of the Association hereinafter referred to, may reside in such - ouncil. I am convinced that the only way EZ’,' gi:: iﬁ‘;ﬁ?ﬁi’iﬁﬂiiﬂs E?—: tallied 33,614, or 51.21 per .
hotel, club, boarding house, or other building as it may approve under alemi"nc“;’“z;i :imbﬂrs by District. Further, the prohibitive cost of con- cent, and no votes totaled
uniform regulations. - queting o oo R In a city of 155,000 registered voters has historically 32,020, or 48.78 per cent.

o y ~ x jscouragéd many well-qualified citizens from: even seeking election. The When absentee ballots
< Dnlhng for O:.l—Excavqtmg for Mmega]s, _etc. ; . - only way to correct this situation is to elect Council members by District.. fl!!temﬁ illﬁt a:w Jn., "_

No well for the production of, or from which there is produced oil, L | e | Bl . the yes votes on the- L ap X head : "
gas or water, shall be drilled, dug or operated on said property, nor shall k. IR URT SRR vote "YES" on PROPOSITION X this November. rop. X, were far ahead: rop. % heads to victory.
any machinery, appliance or structure be placed, operated or maintained We are not alone in thinking that District Electi K e . h 60.1 per cent of voters - Proposition X required city
thereon, except as may be usual and customary in connection with the sense. Iwenty-one thousand Lunggﬁeach voters agre:c_fozﬁeTs:gﬁzg ;:ﬁ;ﬁna favoring F BT B g .councnmem.b ers to lve
maintenance of a private residence; nor shall any excavation for stone, placing this reform measure on the ballot. Recent polls indicate that 65% However, as the returns  '" the council d'St”Ct.that
minerals, sand, gravel or earth be made on said property, unless such of the voters in Long Beach would prefer to allow each of 9 Districts' | continded to come in, the they represented. Article
excavation is necessary in connection with the erection of an approved | yoters tz r:zgi:e Eﬂ will represent them in City Hall. During the year that - big lead was gradually details the passing of Prop.
structure thereon. No rubbish or debris of any kind or character shall 1 have SeElat Sogi ot Mo Jave mneituted soneiuajot reforns lapdiareiyork o Wll%ﬂ&d wa. X by a slight margin of

: ; : on others that serve to make City government more responsive to you the ' 4 Y :
ever be placed or permitted to accumulate upon any portion of said | jeople. Without hesitation or reservation I support this clear demand for E i 51.21%, 1976.
property so as to render such premises unsanitary, unsightly, offensive . change and reform as another major step toward full accountability to the
or detrimental to any other portion of said property, or to the occupants | clectorate on the part of their elected representatives. "

toEtans . | Together with the thousands of Long Beach residents who support District

4. Keepmg of Stock or Poultry: | Flections, L urge you to join Council members Ernie Kell, Wallace Edgerton,
No cattle, hogs, or other animals, rabbits, or poultry shall be kept Renee Simon and me in voting "YES" on Proposition X November 2nd.

on or maintained on said property, provided that dogs, cats, or house- -_

hold pets may be kept subect to a permit therefor issued by the Los i Cordially,

Altos Association, a non-profit California corporation hereinafter re- é N | FOR

ferred to as the "Association’’, under such regulations as it may adopt. Cﬂauk " RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT

Dr. Thomas J. Clark o |
4 + MAYOR “Wetkions Margan ARE OPPOSED TO PROPOSITION X ._

" WE THE PEOPLE

Co-chairman
Eunice Sato

| | - e o / | e for the following reasons:
P.S. Should you need more information on the subject of "YES ON Harold Amald De: lohe ¥aahsostans * : : 5
“ : TS R T : - PROPOSITION X", please call Citizens for District Elections at 434-7135, Duight Bemet Rober Lngset A. If this measure passes you will have lost your right to reca
Protective Restrictions” limiting owners and occupants of property based on race, this covenant 433-0278 or 438-6770. -3 | o E‘E‘E?u“ E‘:FE:‘,.T"‘T the City Council :
covers the area in Bixby Knolls, circa 1948 . S 4, I e
g:;'.;. Lesoy Doty Don Phillips * B. You will vote only for ONE counciimanic candidate every fo
. - -. . e R o Jann e years, which means that you will be represented by eigh
| | e Hoee i e Bl councilpersons for whom YOU DID NOT VOTE.
Nini Horm Kenneth Wing, Ir. ' -1
Full-Page Advertisement in the Marina News “Letter from Office of AL & C~é§;j'i'nﬁ;:f§*‘c;$d less sxpensna for g monSy o s
. . REALTORS FOR CITY WIDE ELECTIONS . 3 _
11-26—-1996 7:23RM FROM CITY OF LB DIST 8 2318 578 1227 P. 1 the Mayor,” Tom Clark asking for constituents to vote YES on oy B
. Proposition X, which would require councilmembers to live in the ~ VOTENOONX! el e R -
0 district that they serve, List of Councilmembers in favor: Ernie Kell, o e accountEbiLy of councihen ot dr e
- Woody Smi 1 Gene Hoffman " ELMINIATES THE ACCOUNTA '
‘ 3 3 Wallace Edgerton, and Renee Simon, 1976 bon Sehweon Dick Carhon ¥ COUNCILPEOPLE to the needsﬂﬁxfjﬁiﬁl of
: : OFFICE OF THE fety Renpet ek Sl YOUR district.
JOHN R. CALHOUN OF s Ko Half-Page Advertisement in the Marina News opposition
GITY ATTORNEY LONG BEACH Kot S Eianie J0A56:4084 of Proposition X, which would require councilmembers to
ROBERT E. SHANNON live in the district that they serve, titled “We the People for
gl November 26, 1996 E?MRiPWEWTm T R.esponsible vaern ment are Opposed to Proposition X,”
{ . List of opposition: Eunice Sato and others, 1976
(310) 436-1579
X,
m
" o
iy i A °
nother major change to Long
HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL o ' o, o .
city of Long Beach, - Beach’s politics began in 1978,
cCcalifornia
(%] ° °
L = when city council changed the sstny Cropeza. What do our community leaders
Re: Illegality of Racial/Ethnic Restrictions 5 At last. Avoice forour kids. say about Jenny Oropeza?
on Transfer, Sale, Use or Occupancy of | electi Initiall e e e S
Real Property . Mayoral elecCtion process. initially, For academic excellence. sure our neighborhoods
e | oy
i . Cou ncilmem bers Selected the m ayor sub—pnrteslﬁmresgmnu}tacognptabk.Jmﬂyg::p:mwillmnktsurco-urkidr:;?ﬂtiltg'gr?‘:ir deﬂm on the School
Recently the City Council regquested our office to ’ B et o o Kiure i o SO Board. I strongly endorse
review the matter of provisions contained in deeds or ) o i J_cn::mpwa';mm
covenants, conditions and restrictions which prohibit or but there was a growing movement Taah on chnte and das CoREMIR oag Reach
restrict the sale, lease, rental, usiz or ?ccupancythnf ok el -mmmmwu.mgﬂ;n We need better drug education
property upon the basis of race, nationality or ethnic 34 { il sl IO, U1, WG wlc ol o ol e Whor ko o
or .i g in. to VOte for the neXt mayo ro In 1986, L,::Inngi tzlﬁ:u‘é!i]nﬁ: i:-n:rim; 1;:1 our schools has won her the endorsement of the iriprezsge up;deri'lmndi{ngléf
g et o S ST, educational issues and deep
In 1948 the United States Supreme Court decided the 1t 1 ifi A proven neighborhood leader. S e e s
case of Shelley v. Kramer, which held that restrictions in PfOpOSItlon R passed WhICh COdIfled ,r?ifffﬁ'ﬁl’lgﬁi‘fﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ?&fﬂfﬂ?ﬁ"ﬁ';’.’,?;ﬂ",fﬁ'ﬁﬁiﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ" support on April 12.”
dBEdB ﬂnd contraCts agaiHSt the use or Occupancy Of p roperty ° [ ° al!‘:npirfwm.‘._ by voters, means our neighborhoods will have a mup?minc on IJ:w‘SchanI Board fu]; um:?gzﬁzm
by minority groups were unenforceable. In 1861 the Clty-WIde elections for the Mayor o
California Legislature enacted statutes (Sections 53 and 782 A commitment to education. é As Co-chaie of Citizens for
of the Civil Code) which provide: (1) that any provision of : Ry * QLA Semony appoinlcc (o Bant ol inkess o0 i Seflormle: Sl a Representative School
any deed of real property purporting to restrict the right and amended the Clty Charter' In .iﬁﬂiﬁ&l&tunni-:lcloilmnlAmmpslrrtnan.Jenn}'work]:toi:ﬂmicaislmiuntritiﬁi ;ﬂrﬁﬁi;:';fgﬂ::r
of any per son to 5911 ’ 15353; rﬂnt, use .ﬂr OCEU?Y t-he . o In recognition of her outstanding contributions, the Teachers Association of Long Beach ncighb({rhnudsarml voice
property to persons of a particular racial, national or 1988, Ernie Kell became the first P iy e 87 P S B G o the Schosi Bowd 1 e
ethnic group by providing for payment of penalty, to have candidates like
forfeiture, reverter or otherwise is yoid:; and (2) that . -’mnrﬂrnﬂpmze:kﬁw
every provision in a legal contract relating to real mayor elected by the public s o Schio B
property which purports to forbid or restrict the . . o
conveyance, encumbrance, leasing or mortgaging of any real rather than C|ty council. Bever|y
property to any perscn of a specified sex, race, color,
religion, ancestry or national origin is void; and every INLA . - Campaign material for electing Jenny Oropeza to the Long Beach
restriction or prohibition as to the use or occupation of O’Nelll followed In 1994, serving as the palg 9 y P g

real property because of the user’s or occupant’s sex, race, Unified School District Board, Endorsements from Councilman

color, religion, ancestry or national origin is void. only woman and only three-term El\ill?nR,iO;:.hzrfduggégigugﬁlcl;ng;;ﬁgléasce Edgerton, and Mayor of Signal
In 1987 the California Legislature added Section 782.5 ' ’

to the Civil Code which reads, in part, as follows: elected mayor of LQng Beach, Winning
“"(a) Any deed or other written instrument . . .
which relates to title to real property, or any her last term as a write-in candidate.

written covenant, condition, or restriction

| —

-

Jenny Oropeza is the
b"’lfi,ifﬁfualifié“d for Jenny Oropeza is endorsed by
S(?hObl*BOCI rd. Long Beach Police Officers

B As Co-chair of Citizens for a Representative School Board, | ’ e ASSOC’ ation
Jenny led the campaign to give our neighborhoods a real . . &

Faxed letter to Mayor and City Council enforcing 1948 decision which forbade racial/ethnic
restrictions on occupancy, 1996

voice on the School Board.

In Long Beach, those who were discriminated against, and concerned citizens like the B Former Trustee, California State University system. M
. . - B Legiskotive aide o arlcenl Califormia Sicte Assamblymait Teachers Association of
Westside Neighbors and the League of Women Voters, challenged discrimination and B Awarded 1987 “Friend of Education” award by Teachers Lona Beach
Association of Long Beach. g
advocated for fair housing. The creation of the Long Beach Fair Housing Foundation in W Endorsed by our community leaders, including Long Beach

Councilmen Evan Anderson Braude, Wally Edgerton, and

all five members of the Signal Hill City Council.
Friends of Jenny Oropeza, 502 Walnut #1, Long Beach, CA 90802 - »

1964 pushed for changes in housing contracts and assisted people of color to find living

spaces outside of the Central Area.

Campaign material for electing Jenny Oropeza to the Long Beach Unified School District Board, Featuring endorsements from
Long Beach Police Officers Association, Teachers Association of Long Beach, Councilmen Evan A. Braude and Wallace Edgerton,
and all five members of the Signal Hill City Council, circa 1987-1988.
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[V, FAIR HOUSING AND THE POWER OF THE PRESS

by the League of Women Voters of Long Beach Area

il

1,P-T photo
A group of westside residents hold a neighborhood meeting.
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PROPOSED NORTH LONG BEACH Long Beach doubled in size after

FY 1994-95 annexing the area now known as

Ty iR el North Long Beach in 1923, which
increment revenues, based on AB1290. contributed to the city’s rise in

N LR PR IR L ylt  significance in Southern California.
appropriate proposed boundaries for project area. In the last twenty years, North Long

Worked with Council offices to communicate plans, Beach has emerged as a center of
goals, and boundaries of proposed project area. political leadership and activism.

Examining North Long Beach'’s

transformation illuminates the

Redevelopment Agency slide, “Proposed North Long Beach FY

1994-95" detailing assessment of North Long Beach for potential o £ -
redevelopment, 1994-1995 Im porta nce or commun Ity

empowerment and representation.

Although this area became part of the city in name, it was disconnected from the
greater Long Beach culture, politics, and economy. Since the 1940s, inadequate funding
and crumbling infrastructure plagued North Long Beach, however residents worked to
enhance their neighborhood through organizations like the North Long Beach

Improvement Association.

A “Hews "-_E;’j-'ﬂﬂma tian af Feaders

D, Martin Luther King Jr. way an exceptional leader during the civil rights movment. We

have come a long way in realizing King 5 dream. Ax we reflect back on Dr, King s teaching

the promotion of Peace and Justice, one can take notice that today we have three African

American elecled offictals represeniing the City of Long Beach.

Postcard with D9 Councilman (2010-2014) Steve Neal, D6 Councilman (2007-2020) Dee Andrews, and
D8 Councilman (2012-present) Al Austin a new generation of leaders in Long Beach, circa 2012-2013

North Long Beach's diverse population and working-class demographics provided
strong support for Steve Neal, a religious leader, community activist, and labor
organizer. He won the district 9 council seat in 2010, making history as the first
African American councilmember elected outside of the Central Area. Similar to Neal,
Al Austin used his union experience and connections to engage the community in
his successful run for council district 8 in 2012, also making history as the first African
American elected to that district.

-

(far left) Chief of Staff for Councilman Steve Neal, Rex Richardson, (middle) D9 Councilman (2010-2014) Steve Neal,
and staffers, circa 2010-2014

Once in office, Neal appointed Rex Richardson as his chief of staff, and together they
implemented the “Building a Better 9th District Community.” This approach
established communication networks through community newsletters and programs
such as the district captains who work on neighborhood issues, creating a sense of
empowerment among residents and encouraging active participation throughout
district 9.

The Movement of Black Political Power

From the Margins:

‘ JOIN

9'"" COUNCILMEMBER STEVEN NEAL
&

8™ COUNCILMEMBER AL AUSTIN

At the

NORTH LONG BEACH QUARTERLY
COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY

FOR A DISCUSSION ON THE NEW
NORTH BRANCH LIBRARY

FEBRUARY 2, 2013
9:00 AM TO 11:00 AM Map of North Long Beach
with project sites for the
Uptown Renaissance
project; notable sites of
importance are New North
Library, Atlantic Avenue
Improvement Zone, Coolidge
Park Improvements & Dog
Park. The project aimed to
improve infrastructure and
create community spaces,

circa 2011-2013

HOUGHTON PARK COMMUNITY CENTER

G301 MYRTLE AVENUE, LONG BEACH 90805

Jain Caungilinem bers Steven Meal and Al Austinat the net Marth Long Beach Conm unity
Asgem bly to raceive the latest inform ation on the new MNorth Branch Library from

Developm ent Services and Library Services. Other topics of discussions include:
O Meat Your Meighborhood Association

| 0 Meetthe Morth Division Police Com i ander

FOR A LCIRE BFRPORALATION 1 SO TS
COUNCIL DISTRICT § AT 561-670-8137 OR EMAIL AT DESTRICTG (CHLONGBEACH.GOR

Flyer for Discussion at the North Branch Library with
9th Councilmember (2010-2014) Steve Neal and 8th

Councilmember (2012-present) Al Austin, 2013 Long Beach Counclimeniber Featuring
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Council District 9 neighborhood map, City of Long Beach,
California, circa 2011-2013

Neal and Richardson championed the renaissance of North Long Beach through the
Uptown Planning Land Use and Neighborhood Strategy (UPLAN). UPLAN invested
in public facilities such as the Michelle Obama Neighborhood Library, Jordan High
School, Artesia Boulevard, and the construction of Fire Station 12. It also supported
cultural events like the Uptown Jazz Festival and the Getty 25 at Houghton Park. In
2014, Neal declined to run again and Richardson launched a successful campaign for
the seat. When Richardson became mayor in 2022, Dr. Joni Ricks-Oddie successfully

ran for the district 9 seat.

“If you’ve never worked for the city before you have

no idea how to navigate the system. How to get SR T AR . S <A
anything done. | was looking for young staff or .;:{jil:i COUNCIL MEMBER STEVEN NEAL # <%
people that were viable. We put togetheraplanto k& B g Bistrict Fleld Gftica .
make that happen and built up our neighborhood 7 CENTER FOR FAMILIES AND YOUTH
associations. I think when I took over there were i e e Ltr'l,‘zﬂfu BT N ESEvicos

6 neighborhood associations in District 9 and | HOUGHTON PARK COMMUNITY CENTER
when I left there were 13. We organized the district AR WS TN IR G g N = B
using the neighborhood association model which I " cPattiment of ParkagRect@ation i arine

, 6301 Myrtle Avenue
was already there, and where there weren’t

neighborhood associations, we found leaders
there to create that. That is a great leadership
dev.e’o.p ment 'l'0.0l. Our current counc:lmember, _ Sighage of Councilmember Steven Neal 9th District Field
Joni Ricks-Oddie, comes out of that system as being office and the Center for Families and Youth, Houghton Park
the president ofher neighborhood association Community Center, and Future Generations Youth Center,
4

) ) ) . circa 2010-2014
working very closely with the council office, getting
appointed to a commission, and having some The continuous population growth
understanding of how the city works. [Leaders who

do that] are much more prepared to come in from . T
day 1.” rebalance the nine council districts

in the north required the city to

-Steve Neal 2024 in 2020, adding sections of district 8
and more of district 9 into North Long
Beach, which continued to increase
its influence. The election of new
leaders in North Long Beach marked
a major turning point in city politics,
with African American political
representation expanding outside of
the Central Area. This change, along
with the investments of the Uptown
Renaissance, shows how community

empowerment and local elections can

From left to right: D5 Councilwoman (2022-present) D5 Megan Kerr, make major transformations to

Mayor (2022-present) Rex Richardson, Councilwoman (2020-present) . .
D6 Suely Saro at Mayor’s Fund for Education Event, 2024 preVIOUSIy Ignored areas.

SIATH DISTRICT
CENTRAL LONG BEACH REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA

Spring 1996
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Central Long Beach, The Historic Black Community

Historically, the Central Area of Long Beach was the cultural and political center for
the African American community. The 1970 election marked a turning point in the
city’s political history, with the election of Jim Wilson, the first African American
councilmember. The sole council seat held by a person of color was limited to the
Central Area (district 6) until the 1975 election of Eunice Sato from district 7. In the
1990s, more people of color began winning council seats in other parts of the city.
In 2020, Suely Saro defeated incumbent, Councilman Dee Andrews for the 6th
district seat. In 2010, African Americans began representing North Long Beach.
The Central Area is currently home to African American, South East A

Latinx populations.
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Paving the Way

Dee Andrews
Councilman

“l still to this day do not claim myself as being
a politician. | got into that because | love
people, and if you noticed when | finished
council seat | never wanted to go to State
Senate and all of that. That was it. | had the
longest term as a councilperson or anyone, |
got thirteen years and you were supposed to
only get eight.”

-Dee Andrews 2024

A former NFL player with the Dallas Cowboys,
Long Beach Polytechnic and Wilson High

| School teacher, Dee Andrews was elected to

the city council representing the 6th district
in 2007 (to 2020). As of 2024, Andrews works
as a substitute teacher for LBUSD and
remains active in the community.

Steven Neal
First African American
District 9 Councilman

“You know before | ran for office up here in
the north, all the Black councilmembers had

come out of Central Long Beach, the sixth dis-

trict. There have been six councilmembers
elected out of there in forty years. Well since
my election in 2010, the Black councilmem-
bers are coming from up here.”

-Steve Neal 2024

A former Director of Labor, Steve Neal was the

first African American elected from the 9th
district and the first African American
outside of the 6th district to serve on the city

= council in 2010 (to 2014). As of 2024, he is a
—=: pastor of LIFE Gospel Ministries, co-founder of

the Economic Policy Impact Center, a

- nonprofit working to advance economic
== Opportunity for working families, Executive

Director of the Long Beach Collective

Rex Richardson
First African American Mayor
First Mayor Elected from North Long Beach

“IIn] Two years Long Beach went from one district to three districts represented by
African Americans. Steve Neal really represented that moment. | think even when you
think about everything happening here, first Cambodian, that door was kind of opened
by Steve opening up the playbook for African Americans citywide. That opened up the
opportunity there. Robert Garcia was also a trailblazer, first Latino mayor, and he opened
up the door for Lena Gonzalez. The way that Steve opened the door for me, Al

Austin, Uduak Ntuk. This was a moment of empowerment.”

-Mayor Rex Richardson 2024

Rex Richardson served as A.S.l. President at CSUDH, a union organizer, chief of staff to
Councilmember Neal, city councilmember from 9th district in 2014 (to 2022) before
running for mayor. He is the youngest councilmember and vice mayor in the city’s
history. Richardson was elected mayor in 2022, his term ends in 2026. His election as
the 29th mayor is historic as the first African American, and the first mayor who lives in
North Long Beach. As of 2024, he is a member of the U.S. Conference of Mayors’
Community Development and Housing Committee.

TR : 3 '8 First Latinx Mayor
- & First LGBTQ+ Mayor

i “People haven't always believed that we could
2 play in the big leagues. People for a long time
% % have said ‘Oh, we're too close to L.A. to do

24 anything big.’ You'll hear less of that today than
5% you would five or 10 years ago.”

, ‘;i»'_' “The biggest piece was being gay. Just coming
24 out and being who | am, there was just no way
¢ =51 | couldn’t [not] change my registration.”

8 -Robert Garcia 2015 [on changing his party

& council representing the 1st district in 2009

i #m (to 2014), vice mayor in 2012 (to 2014), mayor in
f 2014 (to 2018). Garcia is the youngest mayor in
For.ae Long Beach history. He was elected to the U.S.
. House of Representatives in 2022 (to present).

Al Austin I
First African American
District 8 Councilman

“In the mid-nineties, we developed some
strategies and plans to run [African American]
people in different areas of the city. From those
early conversations, we need to be looking at
North Long Beach. We need to be looking at
the West Side. We need to be looking at
other areas. And it wasn't just to obviously to
create, you know, African American, Black
political power, but it was also to advance the
issues that were not only unique to our
community, but so many other communities
of color. “

-Al Austin Il 2024

A former labor organizer at McDonnell Douglas
and a field representative, Al Austin Il was the
first African American elected from the 8th
district to serve on the city council in 2012 (to
2024). He ran unsuccessfully for city council in
the 6th district in 2007 and for the State

=% Association, and Harbor Commissioner.

Assembly in 2022. Austin co-founded Long
Beach Young Democrats.

Roberto Uranga Mary Zendejas

Councilman First Latinx Wheelchair User
: Councilwoman

“l was able to win that because | was able to

“As a Polio survivor and a
first-generation college graduate,
| owe my life to this country.
Therefore, | have dedicated myself
to serving my community for the
past 30 years. When | was

elected in 2019, | made history by
becoming the first Latina
wheelchair user elected to office in
the nation.”

-Mary Zendejas 2022

show that, | could cross the aisle, that | could
engage with other communities. My wife and
| have very good relations with the African
American community, and the LGBT
community. If you want to make change,

be a part of that change. And if you want
somebody to look like you, you gotta be you.*
-Roberto Uranga 2024

A former recruitment officer for the city’s
civil service office, administrative officer for
the Department of Health and Human
Services, and administrator for CSULB.

& Elected to city council in the 7th district in
@ 2014 (to present).

A former board member of the
Disabled Resource Center, Long
Beach Transit, For the Child, and Ms.
Wheelchair America, Zendejas was
elected to city council representing
the 1st district in 2019 (to present).
She was the first Latinx wheelchair
user elected to the city council.

Raising of the first disability pride flag at city hall in 2024. Top row: Mayor
Richardson, Councilwoman D5 Kerr, Councilwoman D9 Ricks-Oddie. Bottom row:
Councilwoman D1 Zendejas and several constituents.

Dr. Suely Saro
First Cambodian
| ‘ Councilmember
Aetlie |~ I:Z “ ' | _ _ | “Cambodia Town area -- I've seen it change
I i‘i_ ? LA LT L - | ' : HIIN P over time as a young girl to an adult. It

,.,1-,.|-..5 p{ A M EaE LU RLU L L L R LR L PSR LT R : RE was a big refugee community and everyone
: ' ' . y y — galvanized to be here because that was
! .. T A, | where all of the restaurants, the supermarkets,
4 ' " » . = and people live that were family members.
| Deciding to run against an incumbent, wasn't
1 an easy decision, | met with my husband my, to
el some extent my family, because it was going to
' take a toll on all of us."
- ‘ g’ . /) "I've done a lot to lift up our buddhist
- ' ‘ community, who, is very present here but
always has been invisible. As a Buddhist, | do
want to make sure that they're represented in
the city too. We have, over twelve temples in

Long Beach.”
-Dr. Suely Saro 2024

A former Executive Director of Khmer Girls in
Action, labor organizer, and Manager of
Stakeholder Relations at AES Clean Energy.
Dr. Suely Saro became the first Cambodian
American elected to city council representing
the 6th district in 2020 (to present).
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SN Ruth Bach James Howard Wilson
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W S I
}‘-. : gl sl “More and more women are participating in “Wilson is a torchbearer for the current
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*-.:\ .\ Rt e . ready for it. A woman council member should initiatives that reflected the politics of the
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R+ R e minussaRey: determined by qualification rather than sex.” :
RO R R > - Ruth Bach 1954 ASelET Y EnfElEES Elnve) iR e
R . consultant, Jim Wilson organized a
BERR -:f::.:.:.: R .;...f .._:; SRR A\ former president of the University HSLLls rac.:laI/ S8050E Ll el Elne) e Ui
i R i RIS . \\/omen'’s Study Club and vice president of S ELEETEE SERT @) 1S ST EElneE] I &
"-:jif:‘:li'::l?";"1‘:";:: :E:;:_,E. ‘:-; 1o Leere e oW e Wisies, SR ek wae special election in April 1970 (to 1986).
R 1 R R R SR . the first woman elected to city council R
R 11111 SR O representing the fifth district in 1954 (to 1955).
-_ SO I :-'51515151515:515- it _‘ She passed away before her term ended.
f*ffffj}.::f.;; R, R ¥ 1905-1955
R B R S SR
RS (1 e i M R
R o B RO RS
R R RN
Renee Simon Eunice Sato

First Jewish Councilmember First Asian Councilmember,

: . First Woman Mayor
| “1975, was the First International Women's

year and the conference was in Mexico City.
Of my colleagues, | was the only woman, and
they said, ‘Renee you can go and represent
Long Beach.' | said I'd be glad to do that. One
of the outcomes was to develop a status of
women commission in cities all over to be
concerned with salaries, positions, or equal
opportunity. And | said oh, that's a snap, I'll do
that. Hahaha. Nobody on the council wanted
to support me. | thought it would be so easy.
It was ugly, really ugly.” -Renee Simon 2018

“When | ran | didn't promise anything
to the people..to the voters of the sev-
enth district. | promised integrity that's
all I promised and | figure | delivered
that.”

-Eunice Sato 2013

A former teacher, Eunice Sato was the
first Asian American elected to the city
council representing the 7th district

in 1975 (to 1986) and selected to serve
as mayor (1980-1982). She was the first
woman to serve as mayor, the first
Asian American and first Japanese
American woman to serve as mayor of
a major U.S. city. 1921-2021

A Stanford educated chemist, librarian,

and author, Renee Simon, was elected to
city council representing the 3rd district in
1972 (to 1978). She was active with League

of Women Voters, the Fair Housing
Foundation, Friends of the LB Public Library,
Women Shelter, Arts Council for Long Beach, |
Long Beach Navy Memorial Heritage E B A

Association, and Historical Society of Long At the first national conference of Cambodian groups. Left to right:

Beach. Sh.e refused to bow to IOCa.I et General Pok Sam An, Councilwoman D7 Sato, Prince Sisowath Sirirath of
brokers. Simon worked to professionalize the Cambodia

city council requesting detailed budgets, and
increasing staff support for the council.

Jenny Oropeza,
First Latinx Councilmember

Dovis Topsy-Elvord
First African American Councilwoman

| “Everybody’s going to be watching and

evaluating me, especially in the early months.
| | know there are people who will be thinking
not that I'm well-educated, articulate or

- B intelligent, but [only] that I'm Hispanic.”
B -Jenny Oropeza 1994

Jenny Oropeza was the first Latinx A.S.
President at CSULB, LBUSD Board

Member in 1988 (to 1994) and district 1 city
councilmember in 1994 (to 2000). She went
on to serve in the State Assembly and Senate.
1957-2010

Beverly O’Neill
First Woman Elected Mayor

“When you are working in a community you
can’'t make a decision on your own. You have
to have people involved with it. You have to
have people working with you on it. You have
to make sure that the community and that
the immediate community that it affects
works on it. So, all of these things are in public
service and those of you that have ever been
elected to anything..that's the first thing that
if you don’t realize that..you're not going to
last.”

-Beverly O'Neill 2013

A former President of Long Beach City

. College, Beverly O’Neill was elected mayor in

i 1994 (to 2006) and the only three-term mayor.

O'Neill presenting a proclamation to Sandy (San Arun)
Blankenship, the first Cambodian woman to run for city
council (1996) and executive director of the Cambodian
Business Association, 1993

Tonia Reyes Uranga
Councilwoman

“Long Beach Area Citizens Involved...| met so
many wonderful people that were progressive
and insightful and bold. A lot of them were
seniors. | learned so much. They took me
under their wing. There were just so many of
them -- Naida Tushnet. | was able to see how
they worked in the political world and we
worked on campaigns for people who we
believed in, that stood for what we believed in
and that's how | got involved.”

-Tonia Reyes Uranga 2024

A former League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC) president and city employee,
Tonia Reyes Uranga first ran for the 7th
district in city council in 1994, losing by a
tight margin in a recount. She was elected to
the 7th district seat in 2002 (to 2010).

As of 2024, Reyes Uranga serves as a board
member of Los Angeles Alliance for a New
Economy (LAANE).

“Our city was basically a town that for
generations ignored the rights of anyone

that was not white males. | don’t know of any
other area of the world, the size of our city,
that has as much cultural diversity as we have.
This phenomenon is a great opportunity, or it
could be a disastrous one. That, my friends, is
up to all of us.”

-Doris Topsy-Elvord 1996

A former probation officer, Doris Topsy-Elvord
was the first African American woman elect-
ed to the city council in 1992 (to 2000) and first
African American person to serve on the
harbor commission in 2003. 1931-2021

Laura Richardson (right of Topsy-Elvord) was elected to
serve as councilmember following Topsy-Elvord in 2000
(to 2006), California Assembly D55 (2006-2007), U.S. House
of Representatives D37 (2007-2013)

Dan Baker
First LGBTQ+ Councilmember

An attorney and former U.S. Customs Service
officer, Dan Baker was the first LGBTQ+
identified person elected to city council
representing the 2nd district in 1999 (to 2006).
He was a board member Long Beach Area
Citizens Involved, chair of Chief's Gay and
Lesbian Advisory Group, and chair of the
Citizen Police Complaint Commission.

Gerrie Schipske
First Lesbian Councilwoman

“This is where city government started to
change in Long Beach, he [John Dever]
recruited me. They recruited Sherry Suttles,
she was an African American woman. He
brought us in and put us in charge of really
important projects. That was different, they
never had women other than the secretaries
in the city manager’s office.”

-Gerrie Schipske 2024

Gerrie Schipske is a registered Nurse
Practitioner, author, healthcare attorney,
member of U.S. Supreme Court bar, retired

faculty member, and active grandmother.

Elected to the city council representing the

5th district in 2006 (to 2014) and was the first

known lesbian councilmember. She has run
unsuccessfully for Congress, Mayor in 2014, city
council’'s 4th district in 2024, WRD in 2022, and
City Attorney in 2022.
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